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On a Final Note

WELCOME TO DECEMBER!

and with the shepherds who discovered
peace wrapped in swaddling cloths. 
Every story is deliberately designed to
point to one truth, God is faithful in every
season.

So here, at the edge of a new year, I want
you to remember this, the same God who
walked you through every chapter of this
devotional, through every verse, every
challenge, every victory, every tear, and
every quiet breakthrough, is the same
God who is waiting for you on the other
side of midnight. You are not stepping
into the unknown alone. You are stepping
forward with the One who already knows
the way.

As you close this book and prepare your
heart for the year ahead, may your faith
rise. May your courage deepen. Welcome
to the threshold of a new beginning. God
is already there.

Let me guess? 
You are already preparing your new year
resolutions right. Me too! Even though
we both know we still have some
leftovers from 2025. And from the look
of things right now some of those
resolutions or goals will require a miracle
if they will happen between now and
December 31st. Honestly, it’s just a lot of
tension and pressure in the air right now
and we really need to be discerning. 

December has a way of making us
reflective. It slows us down enough to
notice the gentle ways God has held us
through the months we did not think we
would survive. It invites us to sit with the
memories of how far He has brought us
and how deeply He has kept us. It also
reminds us of the things we have left
undone, the opportunities missed and
the goals unachieved. How we respond
to the reality of December however is
totally our choice. We can choose to
keep morning a lost time or we can be
grateful for what we got right. 

As this year draws to its quiet close, I
have made this month’s devotional a
collection of faith files; essentially to
help us see how different people have
responded in faith to situations that
should otherwise have made them
afraid. This month, we travelled with Paul
through chains and storms, with Mary
through surrender and courage, with
Joseph through obedience and restraint, -Oluwatayo Alofun

@MUSTARDSEEDNG
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Don’t Just Copy,
Carry the Power

DECEMBER I

If this story were a movie, it would be somewhere between
horror and comedy. Seven men-sons of a Jewish high
priest-tried to cast out a demon using the name of Jesus,
not because they knew Him, but because they heard Paul
use that name. Big mistake. The demon responded, “Jesus I
know, and Paul I know; but who are you?” Then the man with
the evil spirit beat them so badly they fled, bruised,
bloodied, and naked.

It’s almost laughable until we realize how often we try to do
the same thing. We mimic someone else’s words, copy their
spiritual posture, quote their favorite Bible verse-but
without their devotion, their prayer life, or their relationship
with God. The sons of Sceva saw the results of Paul’s walk
with God and assumed that repeating his language would
bring the same results. But power in the spiritual realm
doesn’t come through mimicry. It comes through intimacy.

You can’t live off someone else’s revelation. You need your
own walk with God, your own secret place, your own
encounters.
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ACTS  19 : 15  (NK JV )

“And the evil spirit answered and said, ‘Jesus I
know, and Paul I know; but who are you?’”



Paul’s boldness came from time spent on his knees. His
authority wasn’t just in his words-it was in his lifestyle. You
can't fake that. And when the pressure hits or spiritual
confrontation arises, you won’t be able to stand unless your
faith is real.

So build it. Invest in your walk with God. Spend time in His
Word. Pray in the Spirit and in your understanding. Let your
faith grow-not just in public, but in private. Because in the
day of testing, it’s not who you know that will save you, but
what you’ve built with God. Borrowed boldness can only
take you so far. Real authority must be cultivated.

PRAYER
Lord, I don't want to pretend to know you-I want to truly
walk with you. Help me to stop copying and start cultivating.
Draw me into deeper intimacy with you. Teach me to build
my faith in the quiet place, on my knees and in your Word. I
want to carry real authority, not borrowed boldness.
Strengthen me to walk with you daily and live from a place
of truth and power. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Rejected Doesn’t Mean
Useless

DECEMBER 2

There’s a popular saying in Africa: “One man’s meat is
another man’s poison.” That couldn’t be more true in today’s
scripture. Paul and Barnabas were on fire. Their preaching
stirred the city. People were hungry for the Word-so much
so that almost the whole city came together to hear it. But
instead of celebrating the revival, the religious Jews were
consumed with envy and rejected them outright. Yet that
rejection didn’t stop the gospel-it redirected it.

When Paul and Barnabas saw the opposition, they didn’t
beg to be accepted or stay where they were no longer
welcome. They moved on. They said, “Since you reject it...
we turn to the Gentiles.” And guess what? The Gentiles
received the Word with joy, and the gospel exploded in that
region. Rejection in one place became the open door to
another. Their ministry wasn’t wasted; it was redirected.

Too often, we treat rejection as the final verdict. We stay
stuck in places or relationships where we’re no longer
celebrated, trying to force ourselves to be accepted.
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ACTS  13 :46  (NK JV )

“It was necessary that the word of God should be
spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge

yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn
to the Gentiles.”



But the truth is, being rejected somewhere doesn’t mean
you’re useless everywhere. Just because one door closes
doesn’t mean there’s no open door elsewhere. Don’t take
rejection personally; sometimes it’s simply divine
redirection.

So here’s a question to carry with you today: Should you
stay, or should you move on? Not just in ministry, but in
business, relationships, friendships, or even career
opportunities. If they don’t value what you carry, ask God for
direction. If he says “move on,” do it boldly. There’s a people
waiting to receive what you offer with gladness.

PRAYER

Lord, thank you for reminding me that rejection isn’t the
end-it can be your redirection. Help me not to stay stuck in
places where I'm not valued. Open my eyes to new
opportunities and fresh soil where what you’ve placed in
me can grow. Give me the courage to move on when it’s
time and the sensitivity to follow your lead. I trust that you
have a place for me, and I will not waste time begging to
stay where you’re asking me to leave. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Say It to Their Face

DECEMBER 3

It’s not every day that you hear two spiritual giants clash
publicly, but that’s exactly what happened between Paul
and Peter in Antioch. Peter, out of fear of certain Jewish
believers, began to distance himself from the Gentiles-
people he had previously eaten with freely. This behavior
wasn’t just hypocritical; it was misleading. And Paul, sensing
the ripple effect it was causing, stood up and confronted
him-not behind his back, but face-to-face.

Paul’s boldness is admirable, but his approach is what
makes this moment powerful. He didn’t gossip, complain to
others, or throw passive jabs in a sermon. He spoke directly
to Peter in the presence of others, not to embarrass him,
but because the issue was public and affecting the church.
Too often, we take our concerns about others to everyone
except the person involved. But maturity in Christ means
addressing the issue at the source-with clarity, truth, and
love.

It’s also important to note that Paul didn’t correct Peter
based on personal feelings or assumptions. He wasn’t
offended-he was grounded. 
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GALAT IANS  2 : 1 1  (NK JV )

 “Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I
withstood him to his face, because he was

to be blamed.”



His rebuke was rooted in the truth of the gospel. Peter’s
actions were no longer aligned with the message they all
preached, and Paul had the wisdom to recognize that the
issue wasn’t just behavior-it was doctrine. Today, many
believers are quick to call others out based on emotions or
opinions. But true correction must be anchored in scripture,
not sentiment.

Lastly, Paul separated the person from the problem. He
didn’t disqualify Peter’s calling or throw away his apostolic
authority. He simply addressed the error. And Peter, in
humility, received it and continued in ministry. One misstep
didn’t end his mission-and that’s a vital lesson for us all.
Correct in love, and remember: people can be flawed and
still be called.

PRAYER

Lord, help me to be bold like Paul-to speak truth in love and
to care enough to correct when necessary. Teach me not to
gossip but to go directly to those who need to hear it. Give
me the wisdom to anchor my words in your Word, and the
grace to correct without condemning. May my heart always
seek to restore, not to shame. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Sing Through the Chains
DECEMBER 4

Paul and Silas had every reason to groan, but they chose to
sing. Beaten, bloodied, and bound in a prison cell for casting
out a demon and setting a girl free, they found themselves
locked in the inner cell of the jail with their feet fastened in
stocks. Yet, at midnight, they lifted their voices-not in
complaint, but in praise. Their bodies were in chains, but
their spirits were free.

This wasn’t a strategic performance to provoke divine
rescue. It was devotion. Midnight may have seemed like the
wrong time and prison the wrong place, but for Paul and
Silas, prayer and praise were not circumstantial-they were
habitual. They sang not to escape, but because God was still
worthy. And as they worshipped, the earth quaked, the
doors flew open, and every prisoner’s chains came loose.
Their praise not only set them free-it shook the very
foundations of the prison.

It takes courage and deep faith to sing when life has you
shackled. But that’s what faith does-it defies circumstance.
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ACTS  16 :25  (NK JV )

“But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were

listening to them.”



It refuses to let pain silence praise. Midnight songs are the
sounds of unshaken faith. And when you release praise in
the pit, God releases power in the prison. Your worship in
dark places is more powerful than you think-it might not
only open your doors but also unlock freedom for others
listening in the shadows.

Maybe, just maybe, your hardship has a divine assignment
attached to it. Maybe someone in your “prison” needs your
song to encounter salvation. Don’t underestimate what
heaven can do with your midnight melody. So, sing. Sing
loud. Sing through the pain. Sing through the doubt. Let hell
know you still believe.

PRAYER:

Lord, teach me to sing even when it’s hard. When I feel
bound by life, remind me that my praise still carries power.
Give me the courage to lift my voice in the darkest
moments and to trust you for a breakthrough, even when I
don't see a way out. Let my devotion be rooted not in
comfort but in commitment. Use my praise to shake every
chain- mine and those of others around me. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
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Don’t Rush Out of Your
Miracle

DECEMBER 5

Earthquake. Chains loose. Doors wide open. That’s enough
reason to run, right? But not for Paul and Silas. After their
midnight praise triggered a divine jailbreak, no one escaped.
Not one person fled. The doors were open, but they
remained still. Why? Because they understood something
deeper-this miracle wasn’t just about their freedom; it was
about someone’s salvation.

Most of us, if we’re being honest, would have run home first
and maybe considered starting a prison ministry later. But
Paul and Silas weren’t moved by escape-they were led by
purpose. They discerned that their deliverance was an
opportunity to reveal Christ. And they were right. Because
they stayed, the jailer, on the verge of suicide, was saved,
and so was his entire household. Their restraint led to
redemption.

There’s a lesson here for us. When God heals, frees,
provides, or lifts you, don’t be in such a hurry to move on
that you miss the purpose in the miracle.
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ACTS  16 :29–30  (NK JV )

“Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling
before Paul and Silas. And he brought them out and said,

‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’”



Sometimes, God answers your prayers not just for you, but
for someone connected to your story. The question is: will
you stay long enough for someone else to find Jesus
through your breakthrough?

Beloved, your testimony is not just a personal victory-it’s a
tool for kingdom impact. Don’t waste the moment. Be
courageous enough to sit in your miracle until someone else
receives theirs. Because on the other side of your
deliverance, someone might be asking, “What must I do to
be saved?”

PRAYER:

Lord, thank you for every miracle you’ve worked in my life.
Help me not to rush past them but to seek your purpose in
them. Use my testimony to lead others to you. Make me
sensitive to the moments where my freedom can open the
door to someone else's salvation. Give me the courage to
stay long enough to see others saved. In Jesus’ name,
amen.
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When the Cost Is High
DECEMBER 6

How much do you love Jesus? What is your life worth in
comparison to your devotion to Him? These aren’t rhetorical
questions-they’re the kind of soul-deep reflections Apostle
Paul wrestled with and resolved long before danger came
knocking. In Acts 20, we find Paul giving a tearful farewell to
the elders of the church in Ephesus. He tells them plainly,
“I’m going to Jerusalem. I don’t know everything that awaits
me there-but I know it won’t be easy.”

That level of surrender is both sobering and inspiring. The
Holy Spirit had made it clear that what awaited Paul was
suffering. Yet Paul wasn’t deterred. He didn’t count his life as
more valuable than his assignment. His goal wasn’t comfort,
safety, or applause. His goal was simple: to finish the race
with joy and to fulfill the ministry he had received from the
Lord. That takes faith. That takes courage. That takes love.

Even when fellow believers-including the prophet Agabus-
begged him not to go, Paul stood firm. “I am ready not only
to be bound,” he said, “but also to die for the name of the
Lord Jesus.”
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ACTS  20 :24  (NK JV )

“But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life
dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and

the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify
to the gospel of the grace of God.”



What a heart! What a perspective! He understood that
obedience might cost him everything-and he had already
settled the matter in his heart. For Paul, it wasn’t about
survival. It was about faithfulness.

Beloved, we may never be thrown into prison like Paul, but
we will all face moments when following Jesus costs us
something. Maybe it’s a job, a promotion, a relationship, or
even just the courage to speak the truth in love. One day, it
won’t be a theoretical question. It will be your reality. So ask
yourself now: What is Jesus worth to me? Will I stand when
it’s hard? Will I go where He sends me-even when the road
ahead looks like a cross?

PRAYER:

Lord, give me the strength to stand for you, even when it
costs me. Let my love for you outweigh every fear, every
comfort, and every earthly reward. I want to finish my race
with joy and complete the assignment you’ve placed in my
hands. Strengthen my heart to follow you no matter where
you lead. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Don’t Pay Your Way Out
DECEMBER 7

If you’ve ever lived in any country where corruption thrives-
you know how normal it can feel to “grease a few palms” to
get things moving. From public offices to private
negotiations, bribes often speak louder than the truth. But
as believers, we’re called to a higher standard. In today’s
scripture, Paul models this standard with quiet strength and
unwavering faith.

Paul was in prison for preaching the gospel. Governor Felix,
intrigued by his message, would call him in to listen.
Scripture says Felix was convicted-afraid even-but he still
sent Paul away. Why? Because he had another motive. He
was hoping Paul would offer him a bribe in exchange for
freedom. But Paul didn’t take the bait. He knew what Felix
wanted, but he also knew that bribery wasn’t God’s way out
for him.

How easy it would’ve been for Paul to justify it, “I could do
more for God outside prison,” or “It’s not a big deal, just a
little money.” 
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ACTS  24 :25  (NK JV )

“Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-
control, and the judgment to come, Felix was

afraid and answered, ‘Go away for now; when I
have a convenient time I will call for you.’”



But Paul understood that purpose doesn’t always come with
comfort. God had a plan, and bribing his way out would’ve
been stepping out of that plan. Sometimes, the quickest
way out is not the right way out. And it takes faith to stay in
uncomfortable places when you know God is still writing
your story there.

What about you? When you're offered a shortcut that
compromises your values, will you take it or trust God for
His way? Change starts with one person saying “No”-even
when it’s costly. Paul’s story reminds us that integrity is
worth the price, especially when the name of Jesus is on the
line.

PRAYER:
Lord, help me to trust your process even when it’s painful.
Give me the strength to say “No” to shortcuts that dishonor
you. I don't want to take the easy way-I want to take the
right way. Strengthen my resolve to do what’s right, even
when it costs me comfort, progress, or opportunity. May my
choices reflect your righteousness and not the culture
around me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Take Heart in the Storm

DECEMBER 8

Imagine being tossed in the middle of a violent storm-not
metaphorically, but literally. That was Paul’s reality in Acts
27. Though he was a prisoner on the ship, he had spoken
earlier with conviction, warning the crew not to set sail. But
no one listened. Who would take a prisoner’s word over a
calm breeze and good weather? They chose what their eyes
could see over what God had revealed-and as expected,
they sailed straight into disaster.

When we ignore the voice of God-whether because of who
delivers it or how things appear-we often end up
shipwrecked, fearful, and drained. The men on that ship
were no different. They lost their appetite, lost their hope,
and braced for death. Yet in the middle of that chaos, God
sent Paul a fresh word: “Do not be afraid.” What a tender
reminder! Even when we walk into storms-whether by our
own doing or someone else’s-God doesn’t abandon us. He
draws near and speaks peace.

Paul, once ignored, now becomes the voice of calm in the
storm. He tells them, “Take heart,” not because the storm
had stopped, but because he believed God’s promise.
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ACTS  27 :25  (NK JV )

“Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it
will be just as it was told me.”



That’s faith-declaring hope while the winds are still blowing.
Paul didn’t hold grudges or say, “I told you so” in arrogance.
He held onto God’s word and extended comfort to those
around him, even as a prisoner.

Beloved, life will bring storms. Some we caused, some others
dragged us into. But here’s the truth: storms don’t cancel
God’s presence. If anything, they reveal it. And in the middle
of your own chaos, His word still comes-“Do not be afraid.”
Take heart. Hold onto His promises. And like Paul, choose to
believe God, even before the sea settles.

PRAYER:

Lord, thank you for being with me-even in the storms.
Teach me to believe your word above what I see.
Strengthen my heart when I feel afraid and remind me that
your promises still stand. Help me to be a voice of
encouragement to others, even when things are tough for
me. I choose to take heart and trust that it will be just as
you’ve said. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Shake It Off
DECEMBER 9

First a storm, then a shipwreck-and now, a snake bite. That
was Paul’s reality in Acts 28. After surviving the violent sea
journey to Malta, Paul was simply trying to help build a fire
when a viper latched onto his hand. One problem after
another, no breathing space. To make it worse, the locals
quickly assumed the worst: “This man must be a
murderer-justice has finally caught up with him.” What
they didn’t know was that Paul had already met Justice-
and His name was Jesus.

Sure, Paul had a past. He once hunted down Christians, but
that man died the day he met Christ on the road to
Damascus. All his guilt, all his shame, all his sins had been
nailed to the cross. And Paul knew it. That’s why, when the
snake struck, he didn’t panic. He didn’t explain himself. He
didn’t even respond to the crowd. He simply shook it off
into the fire and kept moving. Why? Because Malta was not
his final destination-Rome was.

Sometimes life will feel like one hit after another. And in
those moments, the enemy will whisper lies: “This is your
past catching up with you,” or “Maybe you deserve this.”
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ACTS  28 :5  (NK JV )

 “But he shook off the creature into the fire and
suffered no harm.”



Don’t listen. If you are in Christ, your past is covered. The
cross already dealt with it. Shake off the guilt. Shake off the
fear. Shake off the opinions of people who think they know
your story.

Beloved, hold tightly to God’s Word. If He has spoken a
promise over your life, not even a venomous viper can stop
it. People may expect you to fall, but the grace of God will
hold you up. And when you don’t die in the place they
thought you would, their opinions will shift. Let that
unshakable peace carry you forward.

PRAYER:

Lord, thank you that my past is nailed to the cross. I refuse
to live in fear or guilt. Help me to walk in confidence,
knowing that your Word is greater than any storm,
shipwreck, or snake bite. Teach me to shake off what the
enemy throws at me and stand firm in your purpose for my
life. Fill me with the peace that surpasses all understanding
and the courage to keep going. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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When Agreement Breaks
DECEMBER 10

Paul and Barnabas were a powerful duo in ministry.
Together, they journeyed through cities, endured
persecution, performed miracles, and spread the gospel
with boldness. But in Acts 15, something unexpected
happens: they part ways-not because of sin, not because of
failure, but because of disagreement. Their clash over
whether to take John Mark with them on the next mission
was so sharp that it split the team.

This was no casual friendship. This was a God-ordained
partnership. Yet even divine assignments can suffer if
agreement is broken. Barnabas wanted to give John Mark
another chance, but Paul couldn’t look past his past. Both
had valid points. But no one was willing to yield, and as a
result, the partnership dissolved. It’s a sobering reminder
that no matter how powerful a relationship is, it cannot
survive sustained disagreement.

“Two cannot walk together unless they are agreed.” Whether
it’s ministry, business, or marriage, unity is the glue that
holds partnerships together.
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ACTS  15 :39A  (NK JV )

“Then the contention became so sharp that they
parted from one another.”



Once unity is broken, the foundation begins to crack.
Sometimes, we must be courageous enough to adjust in
order to preserve the partnership. And when adjustment
isn’t possible, we must be wise and courageous enough to
walk away peacefully rather than let bitterness grow.

But some partnerships, like marriage, require more than
walking away-they require deep humility, consistent grace,
and a commitment to reconciliation. God doesn't take
covenants lightly. That’s why we must ask for wisdom to
know when to bend, when to speak, and when to let go. And
above all, to pursue peace-whether by staying or
separating.

PRAYER:

Lord, give me wisdom in every partnership. Teach me when
to yield and when to stand firm. Help me to pursue peace
and unity wherever possible. Where you call me to stay,
give me the grace to work through disagreements. And
where you ask me to walk away, give me courage and peace
to do it without bitterness. Above all, help me reflect your
love in every decision. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Rebuilding Burned Bridges
DECEMBER 11

It’s beautiful when scripture gives us full-circle moments.
Years ago, Paul and Barnabas had a sharp disagreement
over John Mark that ended their partnership. Paul couldn’t
accept that John Mark had abandoned the mission in
Pamphylia and refused to let him join their next journey. So
they parted ways-Barnabas took Mark, and Paul went with
Silas. But now, years later, Paul sends a message to Timothy:
“Bring Mark. He’s useful to me.” That’s growth.

We don’t know exactly what changed Paul’s mind. Maybe
John Mark matured and became more dependable. Maybe
Paul, now older and wiser, realized he had been too harsh. Or
maybe both happened. What we do know is that Paul didn’t
let his pride stop him from reevaluating someone he once
rejected. He could have stayed silent. He could have
pretended like Mark didn’t exist. But instead, he welcomed
him back into ministry with open arms.

How many of us are willing to do the same? In our ‘cancel
culture’ and hyper-individualistic society, we often cut
people off and never look back. 
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2 T IMOTHY 4 : 1 1  (NK JV )

“Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him
with you, for he is useful to me for ministry.”



Sometimes, we’re even praised for it. But the gospel teaches
restoration, not just boundaries. While discernment is
essential, so is the willingness to acknowledge growth in
others and to be humble enough to say, “I was wrong.”

Friends, maybe someone you walked away from years ago is
no longer who they used to be. Maybe they’ve grown.
Maybe you have too. Don’t let pride keep you from
rebuilding a bridge that God may want to restore. And if
they haven’t changed, pray for discernment. But if they
have-if they’re now profitable, be courageous enough to
embrace them again.

PRAYER:

Lord, help me to walk in humility and wisdom. Teach me to
let go of pride and be open to restoration where you’re
leading me. Give me the discernment to know when
someone has truly changed, and the grace to embrace
those you’ve made profitable again. Help me not to burn
bridges permanently out of fear or pain, but to reflect your
heart of reconciliation. In Jesus’ name, amen.

MUSTARD SEEED MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER



Bold Behind Bars
DECEMBER 12

If anyone had a reason to stop preaching, it was Paul.
Beaten, shipwrecked, imprisoned, bitten by a snake-yet still,
he pressed on. Even in prison, Paul kept the gospel alive. In
fact, some of his most powerful letters-Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon-were written behind
bars. He didn’t see chains as a reason to pause; he saw
them as a new platform for the gospel.

In Acts 28, Paul is under house arrest, yet he organizes a
full-day Bible teaching session with Jewish elders. He
doesn’t waste time mourning his confinement. Instead, he
teaches from morning till night, persuading them about
Jesus. Some believed, some didn’t-but Paul fulfilled his
calling anyway. And even then, his prayer wasn’t for release
or comfort. It was for boldness. Boldness to keep
proclaiming truth despite opposition, pain, or limitations.

What about you? What has tried to silence your calling?
Maybe it’s a financial hardship, a health crisis, a broken
relationship, or emotional burnout.
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EPHES IANS  6 :20  (GNT )

 “For the sake of this gospel I am an ambassador,
though now I am in prison. Pray that I may be

bold in speaking about the gospel as I should.”



Maybe you’ve told yourself, “I’m too stuck to be useful,” or “I
can’t serve God in these conditions.” But Paul’s life proves
otherwise. Your prison may not have bars-but your
limitations don’t have to define your effectiveness. You can
still write, speak, love, lead, serve, and shine right where you
are.

Beloved, your confinement is not the end of your
assignment. God can use every season-even the hard ones-
for His glory. The gospel is not hindered by your limitations.
But you must ask: Do I have the courage to keep going?
Take a moment today to pray-not for escape, but for
boldness. You never know what prison letters God is waiting
to birth through you.

PRAYER:
Lord, give me courage like Paul-to keep going even when I
feel limited. Remind me that my confinement is not my
conclusion. Help me not to give up on my calling because of
discomfort or difficulty. Fill me with boldness to speak,
serve, and shine, right where I am. Let my life testify of your
strength in weakness and your power in every season. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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Riches Without Wisdom

DECEMBER 13

The story of the prodigal son isn’t just a parable about
rebellion-it’s a warning about trying to enjoy the Father's
riches without the Father's presence. This son didn’t just ask
for his inheritance early; he asked for it as if his father was
already dead. Then he took everything and moved as far
away as he could. He wanted the blessing, but not the
relationship. The provision, but not the process.

With money in hand but no maturity in heart, he squandered
it all. Why? Because you can’t handle the Father’s resources
without the Father’s wisdom. He had access to wealth but
lacked the experience and discipline that sustained that
wealth in the first place. So when famine hit-and it always
does-he had nothing to fall back on. No home. No help. Not
even pig food.

This is a picture of what happens when we try to live our
Christian lives apart from intimacy with God. Yes, we’ve
been given an inheritance in Christ, but gifts without
guidance will always lead to waste.
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“And not many days after, the younger son
gathered all together, journeyed to a far
country, and there wasted his possessions

with prodigal living.”



Your calling, your anointing, your talents-all of these can
only be truly effective when used in connection with the
Father. When you detach from Him, what once looked like
freedom becomes captivity.

Beloved, the far country is not where your inheritance
multiplies-it’s where it dies. Stay with the Father. The riches
of your calling, the power of your gifting, and the joy of your
inheritance are only sustained when you're anchored in His
presence. Don’t let pride, haste, or independence rob you of
what was meant to last a lifetime.

PRAYER:

Father, thank you for the inheritance I have in Christ. Help
me not to seek your gifts more than your presence. Keep
me from the deception of thinking I can manage life without
you. Teach me to stay close, to rely on your wisdom, and to
walk in step with your Spirit. I don't want to waste what
you’ve given, I want to steward it well. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Come Back Home

DECEMBER 14

There’s something powerful about the moment the prodigal
son came to himself. It wasn’t a sermon or a prophetic
word-it was hunger and humiliation that brought clarity. He
had squandered his inheritance, ignored his father's ways,
and now found himself empty, feeding pigs and starving. But
in the middle of that mess, a thought broke through: Even
my father’s servants are living better than this. That one
thought gave birth to a decision to go home.

Yes, hunger drove him. Sometimes it's the pain we feel or
the desperation we encounter that shakes us back to our
senses. But what made the difference wasn’t just that he
felt regret-it’s that he responded to it. He could’ve let
shame, guilt, or pride keep him stuck, but he rose up and
returned. He rehearsed a speech, expecting rejection or, at
best, a servant’s role. What he didn’t expect was a father
running toward him with arms wide open.

Beloved, you may have drifted. You may have fallen far. But
here’s the truth: God is not mad at you-He’s waiting for you.
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“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many
of my father’s hired servants have bread enough
and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise

and go to my father…’”



Your Father is not abusive or harsh. He’s not keeping score,
waiting to punish. He’s a good Father. He sees you from afar,
and His heart is full of compassion. If you would just take
one step back, you’ll find He’s already running toward you.

Don’t let shame keep you from repentance. Don’t let guilt
stop you from grace. Come back home. There is bread in
the Father’s house-mercy that covers, love that restores,
and grace that empowers you to never go back to the
pigsty again.

PRAYER:

Abba, thank you for your unfailing love. I come back to you
today-no more shame, no more running. I repent and return,
trusting that your arms are still open. Embrace me again,
restore me, and help me to walk in your grace. Thank you
for not giving up on me. I receive your love and mercy
afresh. In Jesus’ name, amen.
.
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I See You Too
DECEMBER 15

For every prodigal that returns, there’s usually an older
brother watching from the sidelines. He’s been faithful, loyal,
and consistent. He’s the one who didn’t rebel, who stayed
home, served quietly, and did all the right things. But when
the celebration starts for the one who squandered it all, he
stands outside confused and angry-just like the older
brother in Jesus’ parable.

It’s easy to feel unseen when you’ve spent your whole life
doing the right thing and someone else seems to get all the
applause. Maybe you’ve thought, “Why does she get the
husband, the platform, the answered prayers, after all she’s
done?” Or, “How come his story of rebellion and return gets
more attention than my years of quiet obedience?” These
questions are real. And painful. But they’re not too much for
God.

The older brother didn’t realize that he too was deeply
loved. He didn’t need a party to be approved.
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LUKE  15 :3 1  (NK JV )

 “Son, you are always with me, and all that I have is
yours.”



His father went out to meet him-not with rebuke, but with
reassurance: “You are always with me, and all that I have is
yours.” The returning prodigal didn’t steal his reward. The
celebration wasn’t about comparison-it was about
restoration.

Beloved, if you’ve been faithful, and you feel overlooked or
forgotten, hear this: God sees you. He is not unjust to forget
your labor of love. Heaven may throw a party when the lost
return, but that doesn’t mean your consistency is ignored.
Rejoice when mercy finds someone else and rest in the
assurance that your inheritance is secure.

PRAYER:
Father, thank you for seeing me. I confess that sometimes I
feel overlooked and forgotten, even when I've tried to be
faithful. But today, I choose to rejoice in your mercy for
others and trust in your love for me. Heal my heart of
comparison and remind me that all you have is mine. Help
me stay faithful, knowing that you are always with me. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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When God Says No

DECEMBER 16

What do you do when the unchangeable God gives a word
you don’t want to hear? Hezekiah was sick and on the brink
of death when the prophet Isaiah brought a message
straight from the throne: “Set your house in order, for you
shall die and not live.” No room for ambiguity. No promise of
healing. Just a final word. But Hezekiah did something
remarkable, he turned his face to the wall and cried out to
God.

He didn’t argue with the prophet or complain about
injustice. He went straight to the only one who could make a
difference. In humility and boldness, he prayed: “Remember
me, Lord. I’ve walked with you in truth. I’ve been loyal. I’ve
done what’s right.” It wasn’t arrogance-it was faith. Faith in
God’s mercy. Faith in the covenant. Faith in the possibility of
divine reversal.

And heaven responded. Instantly. The prophet hadn’t even
reached the exit before God sent him back with a new
message: “I have heard your prayer. I have seen your tears. I
will add fifteen years to your life.” What changed?
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“I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears;
surely I will add to your days fifteen years.”



Not God’s nature, but the outcome-because one man dared
to pray in the face of a closed case.

Beloved, prayer can shift things. Even when the word seems
final, the character of God is still merciful. We see it with
Moses, Abraham, David-and here with Hezekiah. These
weren’t perfect men, but they were persistent men who
knew how to plead their case in the courts of heaven. God
didn’t scold Hezekiah for praying-He rewarded his faith.

So don’t walk away from a hard word. Don’t resign yourself
to despair. Turn your face to the wall. Remind God of His
promises. Ask Him to remember you. Your tears are not
wasted. Your prayers are not ignored. He is still the God who
hears and responds.

PRAYER:

Father, thank you that even when the word feels final, your
mercy is still available. I come boldly to you today-not in
pride, but in faith. Remember me, Lord. Hear my cry, see my
tears, and show me your kindness. If there’s room for
mercy, I ask for it. If there’s grace to continue, I receive it.
Help me trust in your goodness, even when the outcome
feels hard. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Stick to What God Said
DECEMBER 17

The man of God from Judah had one job-go to Bethel,
deliver God’s message, and leave without eating or drinking.
Simple, clear, and divinely instructed. And he did well at first.
He stood boldly before King Jeroboam, refused his
hospitality, and took a different path home. But then came
another prophet. Older. Experienced. Familiar. And with a
different word: “An angel told me to bring you back.” But it
was a lie.

Sadly, the younger prophet believed him. Maybe out of
respect, maybe because he was tired, or maybe because it
sounded spiritual enough to be true. But that decision cost
him his life. The word of the Lord he once honored, became
a suggestion rather than a command. And tragically, it was
the same lying prophet who declared his judgment.

Beloved, this story is a warning to all of us. In a world filled
with voices-pastors, prophets, influencers, mentors-you
must never replace God’s voice with another’s.
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“Because you have disobeyed the word of the Lord, and
have not kept the commandment which the Lord your

God commanded you…”



If God has spoken, hold on to what He said. Even if the new
word comes dressed in religious robes or carries a
prophetic label, confirm it with God before you shift
direction. He will not contradict himself.

We are in a time where deception is subtle. The enemy
doesn’t always come with horns-sometimes he speaks
through people you respect. Test every spirit. Verify every
message. Honor your spiritual leaders, but obey your God.
Because in the end, it is God who holds your assignment,
not them.

PRAYER:

Lord, help me to be rooted in your voice. Teach me to
discern truth from lies, even when they come from trusted
lips. Give me the boldness to obey you without
compromise and the wisdom to test every spirit. Let me not
be swayed by reputation or titles but be anchored in your
instruction. I want to finish well. Keep me steady, Lord. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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A Future in God
DECEMBER 18

Mary Magdalene’s story is a powerful reminder that God
doesn’t define us by our past. When Jesus met her, she was
tormented-possessed by seven demons and burdened with
infirmities. In her day, that kind of history would have made
her an outcast. Society may have seen her as damaged,
hopeless, and beyond redemption. But that’s not how
heaven saw her.

After her encounter with Jesus, everything changed. She
became one of the women who walked closely with Him,
supported His ministry, and stayed near even when others
fled. She was at the foot of the cross. She was the first
witness of the resurrection. And she was among the earliest
recipients of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The woman they
wrote off became a pillar in the early church. That’s what
grace can do.

Maybe your past isn’t filled with demons, but you know what
it means to feel broken, ashamed, or dismissed.
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 “…and certain women who had been healed of
evil spirits and infirmities-Mary called Magdalene,

out of whom had come seven demons.”



Maybe you’ve written yourself off or believed the lies others
told about you. But hear this, beloved: you have a future in
God. Jesus didn’t save you to shelf you. He called you for a
purpose, and no past is too dark for His light to redeem.

The day you met Jesus, your story was rewritten. No matter
how it started, it can end in glory. There’s a place for you in
His plan. You don’t have to earn it. You just have to believe
it. Your history does not cancel your destiny.

PRAYER:  
Lord, thank you for rewriting my story. I may not be proud
of my past, but I'm grateful for your grace. Help me to stop
disqualifying myself from what you’ve already made room
for. Remind me that in you, I have a future. Give me the
courage to walk into that future with confidence, knowing
that your purpose for me is good. In Jesus’ name, amen.
.
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The Holy Spirit Is the
Answer

DECEMBER 19

Imagine being a young girl, engaged to be married, and
suddenly hearing the words: “You will conceive and bear a
Son.” And not just any child-the Son of God. That was
Mary’s reality. Before the angel even gave the news, he said,
“Do not be afraid.” Why? Because everything about this
assignment would be terrifying. In her culture, pregnancy
outside marriage wasn’t a blessing-it was a death sentence.
Yet heaven called her “favored.”

Mary didn’t argue or laugh like Sarah did. She asked an
honest question: “How can this be?” She wasn’t doubting-
she was just being real. She knew her limitations. She knew
she didn’t have the natural capacity to carry out what God
was asking. But heaven’s answer was simple and
supernatural: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you.”

Beloved, that answer hasn’t changed. Whatever “how” you’re
asking today-how to raise that child, start that business,
walk in your calling, overcome fear, or step into the unknown
answer is still the same: The Holy Spirit. He is your helper.
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“And the angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the

Highest will overshadow you…’”



He is your guide. He is the wisdom of God, the power of
God, and the breath of God in you. When you say, “I can’t,”
heaven replies, “But He can.”

Just like Mary, you may not feel ready or qualified, but if
God has called you, the Spirit will empower you. The same
Spirit that overshadowed Mary and brought forth Jesus now
lives in you. Don’t run from the call-lean into the Helper.

PRAYER:  
Holy Spirit, I welcome you afresh. I may not understand how
everything will happen, but I trust that you are the answer.
Overshadow me with your power. Fill me with your wisdom,
guide me in my decisions, and strengthen me in every
assignment. Let every “how” in my heart be met with your
presence and peace. I surrender my limitations to your
unlimited strength. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Be It Unto Me
DECEMBER 20

It’s one thing to hear God’s promises; it’s another thing to
surrender to them. When the angel told Mary that she would
conceive by the Holy Spirit and give birth to the Son of God,
it wasn’t just a divine announcement-it was a life-altering,
terrifying call. Yet, her response was profound in its
simplicity: “Behold the handmaiden of the Lord. Be it unto
me according to your word.”

Let’s pause on that word handmaiden. A handmaiden is not
a co-decision maker. She is a servant-available, willing, and
surrendered. By calling herself God’s handmaiden, Mary was
saying, “I am at your service, Lord. I will not resist your will,
no matter how risky, confusing, or impossible it sounds.” It
wasn’t blind submission-it was faith in a God who could be
trusted even when nothing made sense.

Mary didn’t ask for more signs. She didn’t request a
guarantee of safety or comfort. She surrendered. And that
surrender became the womb through which salvation
entered the world.
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 “Then Mary said, ‘Behold the maidservant of the
Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.’”



It wasn’t her status, her strength, or her understanding that
qualified her-it was her obedience.

Beloved, God may ask you to do things that your mind
cannot compute. Instructions that stretch you, scare you, or
seem beyond your reach. But if you wait to understand
before you obey, you may never move. Obedience begins
with surrender. That’s where Mary started, and that’s where
we must start too.

PRAYER:  
Lord, I am your handmaiden. I may not understand
everything you’re asking of me, but I choose to surrender.
Be it unto me according to your word. Even when your
instructions feel incredible or uncomfortable, help me to
say yes with a willing heart. I lay down my fears, my doubts,
and my reasoning. I trust you completely. Let your will be
done in my life. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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Surround Yourself with Evidence

DECEMBER 21

When God gives you a crazy word, you need crazy people to
walk with you. Not just any crowd-people who’ve believed
God for something impossible too. When Mary received the
unbelievable news that she would carry the Son of God, the
angel didn’t just leave her with a prophecy. He gave her a
sign: “Your cousin Elizabeth, the one they called barren, is six
months pregnant.” That was heaven saying, “Here’s your
evidence-go see for yourself.”

Mary didn’t waste time. She ran “in haste” to the hill country,
straight to Elizabeth’s house. Why? Because faith needs
atmosphere. When you're carrying something that doesn't
make sense to anyone else, you have to be around people
who get it. Elizabeth wasn’t just pregnant-she was a
promise-keeper. Her miracle was the confirmation Mary
needed, and when they met, the Spirit moved. The baby
leapt, Elizabeth prophesied, and Mary's faith was
strengthened.

Beloved, God will often place “evidence people” around
you-those who are walking in what you’re waiting for, those
who are living in the fulfillment of what God just promised
you. 
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And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth

month with her who was called barren



They’re not there to make you feel small. They’re there to
build your faith. Don’t compete-connect. Don’t isolate-align.
Your environment matters when you’re carrying something
divine.

As the year draws to a close and a new one approaches, ask
yourself: Who am I surrounding myself with? Are they
people who puncture my faith, or people who help me
protect it? The evidence of what God can do is already
around you. It’s in testimonies, in community, in people God
has placed near you on purpose. Let their story confirm
your own.

PRAYER:  
Lord, open my eyes to see the evidence around me.
Connect me to people who strengthen my faith and help
me walk in obedience. Deliver me from the wrong company
and lead me to divine alignment. I believe that what you’ve
spoken over me will come to pass, and I receive the grace
to walk with those who can walk with me in faith. In Jesus’
name, amen. 
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Believe, and You Will See
DECEMBER 22

There is a divine connection between believing and seeing.
Before there is manifestation, there must be faith. When
Elizabeth looked at Mary, she wasn’t just seeing her young
cousin-she was seeing a woman who had dared to believe
an unbelievable promise. And because she believed, she
was already walking in the evidence of that word-carrying
the Son of God in her womb.

Elizabeth’s words weren’t just a compliment-they were a
prophetic affirmation: “You believed, and that’s why you’re
blessed. You’re seeing this happen because you chose to
believe. And as long as you keep believing, there will be a
fulfillment of everything else God has said.” In other words,
faith is the key that unlocks fulfillment.

Beloved, you don’t need to understand it to believe it.
God’s Word doesn’t depend on your logic. In fact, the
longer you try to make it make sense, the more you delay
what He wants to do.

MUSTARD SEEED MONTHLY DEVOTIONAL DECEMBER

LUKE  1 :45  (NK JV )

“Blessed is she who believed, for there will
be a fulfillment of those things which were

told her from the Lord.”



Your brain has limits-faith does not. If you believe without
seeing, Jesus says you’re more blessed than those who
believe after seeing. So stop waiting for proof-faith is your
proof.

Ask yourself today: What word have I parked because it
didn’t make sense? What promise have I delayed because I
needed it to look possible first? God isn’t asking for
understanding. He’s asking for belief. You don’t have to figure
out how, you just have to believe that He will.

PRAYER:  
Lord, I want to believe-help my unbelief. Teach me to trust
your Word even when it seems impossible. I lay down my
need to understand and choose to take you at your Word.
Strengthen my faith to keep believing until I see everything
you’ve promised come to pass. I believe, Lord. Let it be unto
me according to your Word. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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When Love Covers
DECEMBER 23

Imagine your wedding is around the corner. You’ve made all
the plans, the engagement was beautiful, and then… boom.
News hits: your fiancé is pregnant. And you know it’s not
yours. As if that’s not enough, her explanation is even more
ridiculous: “The Holy Spirit did it.” That’s the position Joseph
was in. He didn’t believe Mary at first-how could he? But
scripture calls him a just man, not just because of his
actions, but because of the heart behind them.

Joseph had every legal and cultural right to expose Mary. If
he had, she likely would have been stoned. But he chose
compassion over vindication. Even in confusion and hurt, he
sought to protect her. “You hurt me, but I won’t hurt you.”
That kind of restraint is rare. That kind of love is godly.

In a world where “telling your truth” often means dragging
someone else through the mud, Joseph shows us a better
way. Yes, people fail. Yes, they hurt us. But how we respond
reveals our character.
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“Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put

her away secretly.”



Some things don’t need to go public. Sometimes protecting
someone’s future-even if they hurt you-is the most
Christlike thing you can do. Joseph could have been right
and still ruined Mary’s life. But he chose to be righteous
instead.

Beloved, not every offense needs an audience. God is calling
us to maturity-a love that covers, not cancels. A grace that
gives room for others to recover. Sometimes, the most
powerful thing you can do is walk away quietly and let God
handle it.

PRAYER:

Lord, give me a heart like Joseph-one that is just, gracious,
and full of love. Help me to respond with compassion even
when I'm hurt. Teach me to protect others, not punish them,
and to trust you with the outcomes. Fill me with courage
and self-control so that I can love like you, even in the most
difficult situations. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Courage to Obey
DECEMBER 24

Joseph didn’t sign up for this. He was preparing for a simple
life-an honorable marriage, a quiet home, and the joys of
building a family. Then everything changed. Mary shows up
three months pregnant, claiming the Holy Spirit is
responsible. Naturally, Joseph was torn. But just as he was
considering a quiet separation, heaven stepped in. An angel
appeared and confirmed Mary’s story: “Do not be afraid to
take her as your wife. This is God’s doing.”

Still, confirmation didn’t cancel the cost. By the time Mary
returned from her cousin Elizabeth’s house, the pregnancy
was visible. Joseph could no longer save face. Marrying her
now would only fuel suspicion, not silence it. But he obeyed.
He stepped into a calling that came with misunderstanding,
whispers, and a lifetime of raising a child he didn’t father.
Then came another layer of obedience-he refrained from
consummating the marriage until Jesus was born. That’s not
just self-control. That’s surrender.

Beloved, obedience often demands courage. It asks you to
trust God beyond the explanations, beyond your comfort,
beyond your pride. 
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“Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his

wife…”



And sometimes, it asks you to stand beside someone
whose calling looks messier than yours. Joseph teaches us
that true obedience isn’t always public or glamorous-it’s
quiet, consistent, and deeply courageous.

Maybe God is calling you into something that feels strange,
heavy, or misunderstood. Maybe he's giving you instructions
about your marriage, your friend, your career, or your future.
You may not understand it all now, but trust that He knows
what He’s doing. Don’t be afraid to obey-even when it costs
you comfort.

PRAYER:

Lord, give me the courage to obey you, even when your
instructions are uncomfortable or unclear. Help me to trust
your voice over public opinion, and your plan over my pride.
Like Joseph, let me be willing to carry what you entrust to
me, even when it doesn’t make sense. I choose obedience
over ease. I choose surrender over self. Strengthen me, Holy
Spirit. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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No Room in the Inn
DECEMBER 25

Imagine carrying a divine promise for nine months-one that
cost you your reputation, nearly ended your relationship,
and flipped your whole life upside down-only to find that
when it’s finally time to give birth to this promise, there’s no
room. That’s exactly what Mary faced. No pristine birthing
center. No angelic escort clearing the path. Just a barn. Just
animals. Just a manger. For the Son of God.

If it were you or me, we’d probably be frustrated, wondering
how something so divine could come wrapped in so little.
But Mary didn’t protest. She pressed on. She gave birth in
the unexpected place because her faith was never in the
setting, but in the Sender. She believed that even a manger
could hold the glory of God.

Beloved, maybe you’re here today, and your promise
doesn’t look anything like what you expected. You’re
birthing dreams, businesses, ministries, even just holding on
to God’s word-but it feels like there’s no room for you.
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“And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped
Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room for them in the inn.”



You’re wondering, How can something so divine be this hard,
this small, this overlooked? But don’t despise the manger.
The presence of God is not defined by comfort or
convenience. Even humble beginnings carry heaven’s stamp
when God is in it.

That thing you’ve started in obscurity-your quiet
obedience, your overlooked effort, your backroom hustle-
it’s not disqualified just because there’s no spotlight. God is
still in it. Keep nurturing it. Keep protecting it. Your manger
moment doesn’t cancel the magnitude of what you're
carrying.

PRAYER:

Father, thank you for trusting me with your promise, even
when the circumstances feel too small or inconvenient. I
confess that sometimes I doubt when things don’t look the
way I imagined. But today, I choose to believe that your
hand is still on what I'm carrying. Give me the grace to keep
going and the courage to birth what you’ve placed inside of
me-even in a manger. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Peace on Earth
DECEMBER 26

The shepherds weren’t looking for a miracle that night. They
were just doing their jobs, watching sheep under a quiet sky.
But suddenly, heaven opened up and delivered a message
that would shift the course of history. An angel appeared
and made an announcement so powerful that it required a
full choir of heaven to sing it in. “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”

This phrase wasn’t random. It was heaven's declaration that
the spiritual tide had turned. Until this moment, the earth
was a place of sorrow, torment, and chaos because Satan
had been cast down from heaven with great wrath
(Revelation 12:12). His arrival meant pain, fear, and
accusation for mankind. But with the birth of Jesus, heaven
proclaimed a new reality-peace on earth. Peace had a name
now. And His name was Jesus.

Beloved, the world is still full of chaos and woes, and that
may never change. But your life doesn’t have to echo that
noise. 
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 “Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which

will be to all people.’”



If you are in Christ, peace has been declared over you. Not a
fleeting, worldly kind of peace-but God’s peace. A peace
that surpasses understanding. A peace that stills the storm,
even if the storm keeps raging.

So when fear comes knocking, when the news is heavy, and
when life feels like it’s spinning, remember what the angels
said. You are not a citizen of fear-you are a carrier of divine
peace. That same Jesus who was born in a manger now lives
in your heart. Let His peace reign over every worry, every
storm, and every night season.

PRAYER:

Lord Jesus, thank you for bringing peace to earth and peace
to me. I receive your peace that surpasses understanding.
Wherever fear, anxiety, or confusion has stolen my rest, I
invite your Spirit to rule and reign. Fill my heart with your
calm and help me walk each day in the confidence that you
are my peace. Amen.
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Don’t Let Assumptions Lead You

DECEMBER 27

The wise men are a familiar part of every nativity story.
These men, astronomers from the East, saw a star
announcing the birth of a King, and without hesitation, they
set out to find Him. They traveled far, not out of curiosity,
but because they believed. Their journey was long, but they
were guided by a star until they reached Jerusalem. Then
something changed. The star was no longer leading. So they
did what many of us do-they asked people for directions.

But here’s the twist: Jesus wasn’t in Jerusalem. He was in
Bethlehem. The wise men had assumed the King would be
born in a palace, so they turned aside from divine direction
and leaned on human logic. And in doing so, they put Jesus
and many children in Bethlehem at risk by alerting Herod.
Assumptions are dangerous when they replace God’s
guidance.

We often start out led by God, but along the way, we lose
sight of His leading and begin to follow our assumptions.
Maybe the route seems longer than expected, or the signs
aren’t as clear. 
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MATTHEW 2 : 10  (NK JV )

 “When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceedingly great joy.”



So we reason things out, ask people who don’t carry our
vision, and end up off course. But just like the wise men, the
moment we lift our eyes again in surrender, we’ll see the star
reappear.

Beloved, it’s not too late to be realigned. This is a season to
check your steps. Are you still following divine direction, or
have your assumptions taken the lead? One brings peace
and purpose, the other brings chaos and confusion. God is
merciful; if you’ve gone the wrong way, He can still guide
you back.

PRAYER:

Lord, I confess that I've sometimes let my assumptions lead
me instead of your Spirit. I ask for mercy. Please open my
eyes to see your guidance clearly. Help me to follow your
lead, even when it doesn’t make sense to me. I choose to
trust your wisdom over my understanding. Realign my steps
and redirect my heart to your perfect will, in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
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When God Says Run
DECEMBER 28

There’s a popular phrase in psychology called the fight or
flight response-how humans typically react to danger. But it
doesn’t stop there. In total, there are four common
responses to stress or threats: fight (you confront the
danger), flight (you escape it), freeze (you’re too
overwhelmed to act), and fawn (you try to appease to avoid
the threat). As believers, we often assume that faith should
always make us fighters, that the only appropriate response
to fear is confrontation. But God, in His wisdom, sometimes
chooses a different strategy.

In our text today, Joseph is instructed by God to flee with
Jesus. Not to fight, not to stay still, but to run. Why?
Because Herod, the king, was seeking to kill the child. And
even though Jesus is Lord of the universe, the instruction
was simple: flee. God was protecting His plan, not proving a
point. The same way He led the Israelites through a longer
path to avoid battle, He led Joseph to flee-because not
every battle is worth fighting. Sometimes, divine strategy
means hiding, escaping, or withdrawing, and that too, is
obedience.
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MATTHEW 2 : 13  (NK JV )

 “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to
Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for
Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”



Beloved, there are times when fleeing is the most spiritual
thing you can do. God said flee from sexual immorality, not
resist it. He said avoid foolish arguments, not win them. He
said walk away from evil, not stay and wrestle with it.
Discernment is key. You need to know which battles to fight
and which ones to flee. Just because you're not fighting
doesn't mean you're weak-it may just mean you're wise.

PRAYER:

Lord, thank you for your wisdom and strategy. I ask for the
grace to discern when to fight and when to flee. Teach me
not to act out of pride or pressure, but by your leading. Help
me to trust your instructions, even when they don’t look
powerful in the eyes of men. I choose obedience over ego. In
Jesus’ name, amen.
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Fear the Right One
DECEMBER 29

As Jesus prepared to send His disciples out to preach the
message of the kingdom, He didn’t sugarcoat the journey
ahead. He laid it bare-there would be rejection, persecution,
hatred, and trials. He told them what to expect and how to
respond, but one thing stood out: do not be afraid. The
danger was real, yet Jesus shifted their focus from the fear
of man to the fear of God.

Let’s be honest-getting hurt, humiliated, or even killed for
your faith is a terrifying thought. But Jesus puts it into
perspective: the worst man can do is hurt your body, but
only God can determine the eternal fate of your soul. That
doesn’t make pain any less painful, but it does help us see
what truly matters. Fear God, not people. Respect the One
who holds your eternity, not those who threaten your
present.
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MATTHEW 10 :28  (NK JV )

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to

destroy both soul and body in hell.”



In these last days, standing for truth may cost us something.
People may lie about you, insult you, cancel you, or even
persecute you for your faith. But your soul is safe in God’s
hands. Don’t compromise your eternal reward just to keep
your temporary comfort. The true danger is not what man
can do to your body, but what disobedience can do to your
soul.
.

PRAYER:

Lord, please help me not to fear man but to fear you. Give
me the courage to stand for truth even when it costs me
everything. Strengthen me to endure trials and stay faithful
to you. I surrender my fears, my safety, and my future to
you, knowing that my soul is secure in your hands. In Jesus’
name, amen.
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Let Your Heart Be at Peace
DECEMBER 30

One of the most beautiful gifts Jesus left with us is His
peace. But His peace is not like the world’s version of
peace-it doesn’t depend on circumstances, silence, or
stability. His peace holds firm even in the middle of chaos. It
is a deep, divine calm that surrounds and steadies the
believer regardless of what is happening externally. And
according to our text today, that peace is yours if you don’t
let your heart be troubled.

Notice the instruction tucked into the promise: “Let not
your heart be troubled.” That means you have a role to play.
Jesus gives the peace, but you have to guard your heart
from fear, anxiety, and torment. You have to resist the urge
to let your emotions run wild. Fear torments, but faith brings
peace. If you don’t stop trouble at the door of your heart, it
will come in and settle down. But if you raise the banner of
faith and redirect your heart through prayer, peace will
reign.
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JOHN 14 :27  (NK JV )

“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be

troubled, neither let it be afraid.”



The secret to accessing and maintaining this peace is
prayer. That’s why Paul said in Philippians, “In everything by
prayer and supplication… let your requests be made known
to God, and the peace of God… will guard your hearts and
minds.” When your child starts to act up, when the business
is struggling, or when your miracle is delayed, pause and
pray. Let God fill your heart with His peace.

PRAYER:

Father, as I step into this new year, let my heart be at
peace. I refuse fear and anxiety, and I receive your peace
that passes understanding. Fill my heart with your calm
assurance. Teach me to pray instead of worry. In Jesus’
name, amen.
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Be Strong in the Lord
DECEMBER 31

As we draw this devotional year to a close, one truth
remains clear-this journey has always been a battle of faith
over fear, and courage over compromise. It’s not just about
believing for miracles or daring to dream again. It’s about
standing strong in a spiritual battlefield where fear is a
weapon the enemy uses consistently. That’s why Paul’s
charge in our key verse is more than a suggestion; it’s a
survival strategy-“Be strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might.”

This strength is not physical-it’s spiritual. Because fear is
not just a feeling; it’s a spirit. We are not wrestling with
natural situations alone; our fight is against unseen forces:
principalities, powers, spiritual wickedness. And that means
we cannot use natural strategies to win. We need the whole
armor of God. Paul lists it for us in detail: truth,
righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, the
Word of God, prayer, and intercession for others.
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EPHES IANS  6 : 10 – 1 1  (NK JV )

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord
and in the power of His might. Put on the

whole armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil.”



Yes, community is part of the armor. “Praying always… for all
the saints.” Your battle gear is incomplete without the kind
of love that remembers to lift others up in prayer. That’s
what keeps us all standing together. And to even wear this
armor, you need courage-strength that comes from
knowing God personally. It’s not in your muscles or your
intellect. It’s in your communion with the Lord. When you
spend time in His presence, you are renewed from within.
That’s how you stay strong in the Lord.

PRAYER:

Lord, I receive strength in your presence. I choose to put on
your armor daily and stand firm against fear and every
tactic of the enemy. Help me grow in truth, righteousness,
and love for the saints. Strengthen me by your Spirit and
help me to remain courageous in every season. In Jesus’
name, amen. 
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