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Introduction

I want to tell you about a night I thought I had lost everything.

I was in my early years of ministry, and a project I had poured enormous

time, energy, and faith into had collapsed completely. Not a gradual decline.

A sudden, total collapse. I sat in the quiet of my room that night with nothing

to show for months of labour, and I did something I had not done in a long

time: I simply cried out to God with no agenda, no request neatly formatted.

Just raw, honest desperation.

What happened next did not come with wind or fire or visible tongues

of flame. It came quietly. A warmth. A presence. A settling of something

deep inside that had no natural explanation, because the circumstances had

not changed at all. The project was still gone. The loss was still real. But

something had entered the room that was greater than the loss, and I knew,

with a certainty I could not have argued anyone into, that I was not alone and

that the story was not over.

That was the night the Holy Spirit stopped being a doctrine I believed and

became a Person I had genuinely encountered.

After that night, I have had deep conversations with this Holy Spirit, and

he has given instructions to dare things that sound crazy to the humanmind,

revealed secrets to men about people and places that are impossible to know

in the natural world, andmanymore.

I am not naive about how this sounds to some readers. The Holy Spirit is,

perhaps, the most misunderstood, most misrepresented, andmost avoided

member of the Trinity inmany Christian circles. Some have seen Him reduced

to emotional manipulation in a church service. Others have encountered

communities where unusual experiences were prioritised over Scripture, and

they left with more questions than answers. I understand both reactions,
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because I have witnessed both extremes myself.

But this is what I want to say before we begin this month together: the book

of Acts was not written to describe what happened to exceptional people in

an unrepeatable era. It was written as the opening chapter of a story that was

alwaysmeant to continue. Luke structured Acts with a deliberate open ending,

Paul still in Rome, still preaching, still welcoming all who came to him. The

story did not conclude. It simply stopped being recorded, because the next

chapters were going to be written by the communities that received what the

first disciples had passed on. Communities like yours. People like you.

This August, we are going back to Acts, not to admire what the Spirit once

did at a safe historical distance, but to remember what He is still doing, and

to open our lives again to the same Person who walked into that collapsed

situation in my room all those years ago andmade it clear that He had never

left.

The Acts of the Holy Ghost are still being written. Let’s read what He has

already done, so we know what to expect fromwhat He is about to do.

Welcome to August.

Tayo Alofun

Mustard Seed Devotional Team

August 2025
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I

Part One: The Spirit Arrives (Days 1–5)





August 1: The Promise Before the Power

“

B
ut you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to

the ends of the earth.” - Acts 1:8 (NIV)

The disciples had seen a dead man walk out of a tomb. You would think that

would be enough. You would think that after three years of watching Jesus

heal the blind, still storms,multiply bread, and raise the dead, and after seeing

Him alive again following His own crucifixion, the disciples would be fully

equipped for anything the world could put in front of them. But Jesus did not

think so. Before He ascended, He gave them one specific instruction: do not

leave Jerusalem. Wait for the gift my Father promised.

They had seen the resurrection and still needed something more. That fact

alone is worth sitting with at the beginning of this month. What Jesus was

telling them is that witnessingmiraculous events, however spectacular, is not

the same as receiving the Person behind those events. The disciples had been

in the presence of the Spirit’s work for three years. But watching the Spirit

work through someone else, even Jesus Himself, is categorically different

from having the Spirit dwell within you and work through you. This is the gift

they were waiting for. Not an experience. A Person.

Acts 1:8 gives us the clearest single statement of the Holy Spirit’s primary

purpose in the life of a believer: you will receive power when the Holy Spirit

comes on you, and you will be my witnesses. Not youmight become slightly

more spiritual. Not you will feel better about your faith. Power. Dunamis in

the Greek, the sameword fromwhichwe derive the idea of dynamite, inherent,

resident, explosive capacity. And the immediate purpose of that power is not
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personal enhancement but outwardwitness, testimony extending in widening

circles from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.

This sequence, power then witness, reverses the order most of us naturally

attempt. We tend to try to witness first, in our own strength, and then wonder

why it feels effortful and hollow, andwhy the results so rarelymatch the effort

expended. The disciples were not permitted to begin witnessing until the

power arrived, not because Jesus doubted their sincerity but because He knew

that sincere people without the Spirit’s power will, at best, produce sincere

but limited results.

The instruction to wait was not passive. It was the most active form of

preparation available: the deliberate, expectant positioning of empty vessels

before a God who had promised to fill them. Waiting on God is never the

absence of activity. It is the orientation of everythingwe are toward the source

of everything we need. The disciples were not wasting the days between the

AscensionandPentecost. Theywere spending thosedays in exactly theposture

that wouldmake them ready to receive what no amount of human effort could

have produced.

Before thismonthgoes any further, do the same thing Jesus told thedisciples

to do. Before you ask the Spirit to work through you, position yourself to

receive Him. Write down one area of your life orministry where you have been

trying to witness or work in your own strength, and bring it before God today

in honest surrender. Tell Him plainly: I cannot do this without the power you

promised. I am waiting.

Prayer

Father, I confess that I have often tried to do inmy own energywhat you designed

to be done in your Spirit’s power. Teach me to wait before I work, to receive

before I reach out. Fill me afresh with the Holy Spirit today. I am an empty vessel,

positioning myself before the God who promised to pour. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 2: Wind, Fire, and Tongues: The

Day Everything Changed

“

S
uddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and

filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to

be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the

Spirit enabled them.” - Acts 2:2-4 (NIV)

Nothing in human history had prepared anyone for what happened in that

upper room on the day of Pentecost. Not the parting of the Red Sea. Not the

pillar of fire in the wilderness. Not the thunder on Sinai. All of those were

moments when heaven touched earth in a specific place, through a specific

person. What happened at Pentecost was categorically different: heaven did

not simply touch earth. Heaven took up permanent residence in human beings

and began operating from inside them. This was not a visitation. It was an

installation.

Every detail of the arrival carriesweight. The sound like a violentwindfilling

thewhole house recalls the Spirit of God hovering over the face of thewaters at

creation, the same Hebrew word ruachmeaning both wind and spirit. Where

God’s Spirit moved at the beginning, creation happened. Something new was

being created in that upper room: not a political movement, not a religious

institution, but an entirely newkindof humanity, people inwhomGodHimself

would dwell. The wind announced that a new creation was underway.

The divided tongues of fire resting on each individual head recalled the

burning bush, where God’s presence appeared as fire that consumed nothing.
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Fire in scripture consistently represents both the purifying holiness of God

andHis illuminating presence. The fire did not rest on the room, or on an altar,

or on a single leader. It rested on each of them. Individually. Personally. No

one in that roomwas a bystander at Pentecost. Every person present received

the flame.

Then theybegan to speak inother tongues, languages theyhadnever learned,

as the Spirit enabled them. People from every nation under heaven were in

Jerusalem for the festival, and they heard, in their own native languages, the

wonders of God being declared by Galilean fishermen and labourers. The

miracle was notmerely tongues. It was the Spirit immediately removing every

barrier between the news of God and the ears of humanity. The very first act of

the Spirit-filled community was an act of communication, pressing His new

dwelling places into service as instruments of testimony.

What strikesmemost about Pentecost is the economy of God’smethod. One

hundred and twenty people. One morning. And the entire trajectory of human

history began to shift. The Spirit doesnot require impressive resources or large

platforms or long preparation times to do what only He can do. He requires

available vessels, people who have waited, people who are open, people who

have stopped trying to manage what He is about to fill.

Today, read Acts 2:1-13 in full, slowly, and let the scene become real to you

rather thanmerely familiar. Ask the Holy Spirit to rekindle in you the same

fire that fell that morning, not as a nostalgic recreation of a past event but as a

fresh encounter with the same Person who has never stopped being available

to those who position themselves to receive Him.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, fall on me afresh today. Not as a historical event I read about but as a

living Person I encounter. Let the wind of your presence move through every room

of my life, and let your fire rest on me individually, personally, the way it rested

on each person in that upper room. I am available. Fill me, and then use what you

have filled. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 3: One Sermon, Three Thousand

Souls

“

T
hen Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the

crowd… Those who accepted his messagewere baptised, and about three

thousand were added to their number that day.” - Acts 2:14, 41 (NIV)

A few weeks earlier, this same man had stood beside a charcoal fire in a

courtyard and denied three times that he even knew Jesus. He had sworn with

curses. He had wept bitterly afterward. If you had been asked, on that night in

the courtyard, to identify the least likely person in Jerusalem to stand before a

hostile crowd and preach a sermon that would change the world, the answer

might well have been Peter.

Yet here he is. Standing up. Raising his voice. Addressing thousands. And

by the time the sermon concludes, three thousand people have believed and

been baptised. Not because Peter had somehow overcome his previous failure

through personal discipline or renewed self-confidence. But because the same

Spirit who had hovered over the chaos at creation had now taken up residence

inside a fishermanwho denied Jesus, and was now speaking through himwith

an authority that had nothing to do with Peter’s own track record.

This is one of themost important things the day of Pentecost teaches us: the

Holy Spirit is not deterred by your history. He is not limited by the magnitude

of yourmost recent failure. He is notwaiting for you to become a better version

of yourself before He can work through you. The Holy Spirit specialises in

taking the personwho said I do not know theman andmaking them the person

who stands up and proclaims Him to thousands. The transformation between
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the courtyard and the street is the transformation the Spirit produces, not

through the elimination of Peter’s weakness, but through the infusion of a

power that operates independently of it.

Peter’s sermon itself is worth examining. He did not begin with an apology

for the unusual scene the crowd had witnessed. He began with scripture,

reaching back to Joel’s prophecy and forward to David’s psalms, weaving

togetherGod’s redemptive storywith an authority that left his audience asking

what they should do. When the Spirit fills a person, what comes out is not

self-promotion or the polished performance of someone trying to impress.

What comes out is the word of God, spoken with a clarity and a power that

belongs to the Spirit rather than the speaker.

The result was not the product of clever communication strategy. Three

thousandpeople ina singleday isnot somethinganypreacherproduces in their

own strength. It is what happens when the Spirit of God, speaking through

an available human voice, reaches the hearts He has already been preparing

long before the sermon began. Our job in any act of witness is simply to be the

available voice. The results belong to Him.

Today, bring before God anymemory of failure or inadequacy that hasmade

you feel disqualified from being used by the Spirit. Peter’s story is God’s

permanent, irrefutable answer to that feeling. The Spirit who transformed the

man in the courtyard is the same Spirit who lives in you. What He did through

Peter, He can do through anyone who is simply available and filled.

Prayer

Father, thank you that you are not deterred by my history. Where failure has

made me feel disqualified from being used by you, remind me of Peter, the denier

who became the preacher. Fill me with the same Spirit that filled him, and let what

comes out of me be your word rather than my performance. Use my availability. In

Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 4: They Devoted Themselves: The

Spirit­Filled Community

“

T
hey devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to

the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at

the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles.” - Acts 2:42-43

(NIV)

Pentecost did not only transform individuals. It created a community unlike

anything the world had seen before. Three thousand people, drawn from

different nations and languages and backgrounds, who had been strangers to

one another before that morning, suddenly found themselves bound together

by something stronger than ethnicity, culture, or social class. Acts 2:42-47 is

one of the most remarkable descriptions of communal life in all of scripture,

and it did not emerge from a community-building strategy. It emerged from

the Holy Spirit.

The four commitments that defined this community, the apostles’ teaching,

fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayer, were not a programme imposed

from the outside. They were the natural outworking of people whose inner

lives had been genuinely transformed. When the Spirit genuinely fills people,

they become hungry for the word, because the Spirit who inspired the word

creates a deep appetite for it. They become committed to one another, because

the Spirit who dwells in one believer recognises and draws toward the Spirit

who dwells in another. They come to the table together, and they pray, because

the Spirit makes the presence of God at both the meal and the prayer meeting

tangibly real rather thanmerely obligatory.
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The economic dimension of this community is equally striking: they

sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. This was

not communism or a social experiment. It was the Spirit producing an

extraordinary generosity in people who had genuinely grasped that what they

owned was less important than the community they now belonged to. The

Spirit always loosens the grip onmaterial things, because He gives a fullness

that possessions were never designed to supply.

And the result was visible and magnetic. They ate together with glad and

sincere hearts. They praised God. And the Lord added to their number daily

those who were being saved. A community marked by genuine joy, genuine

generosity, and genuine devotion to God does not need to advertise itself.

It simply becomes the most attractive thing in the vicinity, drawing people

toward itself the way warmth draws people in from the cold.

The early church did not grow because it had a compelling event strategy

or a well-designed outreach programme. It grew because it was genuinely

different from everything around it, and that difference was unmistakably

the product of the Spirit rather than human effort or organisational skill. The

surrounding culture looked at this community and could not explain it by any

natural category available to them.

Today, examine the community of faith you belong to. Is it marked by

genuine devotion to the word, to one another, to the table, and to prayer? And

where those four commitments have weakened or becomemerely formal, ask

the Spirit to renew not the programme but the fire that originally produced

those commitments in the first place.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, produce in my community what only you can produce: genuine

devotion, generous love, and a joy so conspicuous that people cannot explain it by

any natural means. Renew the four commitments of the early church in us, not as

programme but as overflow of your presence. Make us a community that draws

people in because you are unmistakably here. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 5: In the Name of Jesus Christ, Rise

Up and Walk

“

T
hen Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give

you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’” - Acts 3:6 (NIV)

He had been carried to the same spot every single day for more

than forty years. The gate called Beautiful was one of the most trafficked

entrances to the temple complex in Jerusalem, and whoever carried him there

eachmorning understood something practical: where there are crowds with

religious obligations, there is charity. The lame man was not there for a

miracle. He was there for money. Which is why what happened next was

so completely outside the frame of his expectations.

Peter and John had no silver or gold. The opening of Peter’s response is

worth pausing over, not because the absence of money was unusual in their

situation but because Peter did not treat it as the end of the conversation. He

acknowledged the lack honestly and then immediately pivoted to what he did

have. What I do have I give you. Seven words that contain an entire theology

of Spirit-empowered ministry: you do not need everything. You need to offer

what the Spirit has actually placed in your hands.

The name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth was not a formula or an incantation.

It was a declaration of authority, an invocation of the risen Lord whose

resurrection had just been proclaimed to three thousand people a few days

earlier. When Peter said walk in that name, he was not speaking from his

own credibility or his own spiritual performance. He was drawing on the only

source of power that was actually sufficient for what stood in front of him,
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a man whose ankles and feet had never borne weight, whose muscles had

never developed the strength required to stand, andwhose entire life had been

structured around the assumption that he never would.

What the Holy Spirit did in that moment undid what forty years of human

effort had not been able to address. Theman jumped to his feet, began to walk,

and then began to leap, and hewentwith Peter and John into the temple courts,

walking and jumping and praising God. Luke notes that all the people saw him

and recognised him as themanwho used to sit begging at the temple gate, and

they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

The miracle was public and unambiguous. There was no way to reinterpret it

as coincidence.

There is a painful temptation in ministry and in personal witness to spend

enormous energy apologising for what we lack, what resources we do not

have, what connections we are missing, what platform we have not been

given, rather than offering with boldness and faith what the Spirit has actually

given us. Peter could have walked past the lamemanwith an apologetic shrug,

genuinely sorry that he had no coins to spare. Instead, he offered the only

thing he had that was worth having: access to the name that heals.

Today, make an honest inventory not of what you lack but of what the Spirit

has actually placed in your hands. Your testimony, your prayer, your presence,

your faith, your time, what you do have in the name of Jesus is more than

enough for whatever need stands in front of you today. Offer it.

Prayer

Father, forgive me for spending so much time apologising for what I lack that I

forget to offer what I actually have. Teach me Peter’s pivot: honest about the lack,

bold about what is available in the name of Jesus. Let me offer what the Spirit has

given me, without reservation, trusting that your name is more than sufficient for

every need I encounter. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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II

Part Two: The Spirit Confronts (Days 6–10)





August 6: You Cannot Stop What God Has

Started

“

W
hen they saw the courage of Peter and John and realised that they

were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took

note that these men had been with Jesus.” - Acts 4:13 (NIV)

TheSanhedrinhad seventymembers. Theywere themost powerful religious

authority in Judea. They had successfully orchestrated the trial and execution

of Jesus barely two months earlier. And now they sat across from two

fishermen from Galilee, whose educational credentials were precisely zero,

and found themselves at a loss. Not because Peter and John were eloquent or

philosophically sophisticated. But because a Spirit-filled person operating in

genuine authority produces an effect on the watching world that cannot be

explained by anything in the watching world’s existing category system.

The council’s observation is one of the most quietly devastating verdicts

in all of Acts: they took note that these men had been with Jesus. This was

not a compliment about their theological training. It was an admission of the

inexplicable. These men were unschooled and ordinary, yet they spoke with a

quality of authority and a quality of confidence that could only be accounted

for by something external to themselves. The only explanation the Sanhedrin

could produce was contact with Jesus.

Peter’s speech before the council earlier in the chapter explicitly states

that he was filled with the Holy Spirit as he spoke. This is the fourth or fifth

reference in Acts to a person being specifically filled with the Spirit for a

specific occasion, suggesting that the Spirit’s infilling was not understood
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by the early church as a single once-for-all experience but as a repeated,

specific empowerment for specific moments of challenge or need. Peter

in the courtyard had the Spirit within him, yet in the courtyard he denied

Jesus. Peter before the Sanhedrin was filled with the Spirit specifically for this

confrontation, and the result was entirely different.

After questioning Peter and John, the council conferred among themselves

and concluded: we cannot deny that a notable miracle has occurred. Everyone

in Jerusalem knows about it. The lamemanwho had been healed was standing

right there in the roomwith them, which made denial impossible and further

opposition look increasingly absurd. Their conclusion was to threaten them

and let them go, rather than punish them, because of the popular reaction

they feared from the crowd.

The Sanhedrin’s threat and the disciples’ response reveal the simple,

powerful logic of Spirit-filled courage. Peter and John said plainly: judge

for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God,

for we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard. This is not

defiance for its own sake. It is the natural, uncoerceable overflow of people

whose encounter with God has made silence about Him literally impossible.

You can threaten what the Spirit fills, but you cannot silence it.

Today, identify the specific situation in your life where the Spirit is calling

you to speak or act with a boldness that feels beyond your natural courage.

Bring it to Him, specifically and honestly, and ask for the same filling that

Peter received before the Sanhedrin. The Spirit who filled him has not been

retired.

Prayer

Father, let the evidence of my time with Jesus be visible in my life in a way that

cannot be explained by my education, my background, or my natural abilities.

When I stand before situations that would normally silence me, fill me specifically

and freshly with the Holy Spirit. I want people to take note of whose company I

keep. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 7: The Prayer That Shook the

Building

“

A
fter they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And

theywere all filledwith theHoly Spirit and spoke theword of God boldly.”

- Acts 4:31 (NIV)

The disciples had just come from their first brush with the full weight

of official opposition. They had been arrested, held overnight, threatened

formally by the most powerful religious body in the land, and released.

Most gatherings under those circumstances would have called an emergency

strategy meeting, assessed the legal risk, and discussed how to lower their

profile while the authorities calmed down. This gathering did none of those

things. They prayed.

The prayer they prayed is recorded in Acts 4:24-30, and it is one of the most

instructive prayers in all of scripture, not because it is particularly long or

elaborate, but because of what it does and does not ask for. They did not pray

for safety. They did not pray for the arrest of their persecutors or for political

change or for the situation to simply resolve itself. They prayed for boldness.

Having been threatened with serious consequences for speaking, they asked

God to help them keep speaking, to stretch out His hand to heal and perform

signs and wonders in the name of Jesus, regardless of what the authorities

had just warned them against.

And the place where they were meeting was shaken. This is not a metaphor-

ical description of an emotionally stirring prayer meeting. Luke, a physician

who wrote with documentary precision, records a physical event: the building
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moved. Something happened in the natural realm as a direct consequence

of what happened in the spiritual realm, as the gathered community poured

themselves out in corporate prayer. The shakingwas the Spirit’s response, not

to eloquence or volume but to the posture of a community that had decided,

collectively, that boldness mattered more to them than safety.

The immediate result was that they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and

spoke theword of God boldly. The very thing they had prayed for arrived as the

direct answer. This is the pattern Acts returns to repeatedly: the Spirit’s power

is not automatically available at a constant level regardless of the posture of

the community receiving it. It is released specifically, freshly, in response to

prayer that opens the channels between the desire and the source.

What is equally significant is that this was not the first time these people

had been filled with the Spirit. They were filled at Pentecost. They were filled

again here. The Spirit’s infilling in Acts is consistently presented as a repeated,

renewable experience rather than a single fixed deposit that simply maintains

itself without further cultivation. You do not exhaust the Spirit’s supply, but

you do need to keep returning to the source.

Today,make your prayer today specifically a prayer for boldness rather than

comfort, for the spread of the gospel rather than the protection of your own

security. Pray the Acts 4 prayer honestly: Lord, enable your servants to speak

your word with great boldness. And stretch out your hand to heal and perform

signs and wonders in the name of your holy servant Jesus. Then notice what

moves.

Prayer

Father, I confess that I have often prayed for safety when I should have been

praying for boldness. Shake the room I ammeeting you in today. Fill me afresh

with the Holy Spirit. Let my primary concern be not how to protect myself from

opposition but how to keep speaking what I have seen and heard, regardless of the

cost. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 8: When the Spirit Is Not Trifled

With

“

T
hen Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart

that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of

the money you received for the land?’” - Acts 5:3 (NIV)

This is one of themost uncomfortable passages in the entireNewTestament,

and it is worth being honest about that discomfort before we attempt to draw

anything from it. Ananias and Sapphira sold a piece of property. They brought

a portion of the proceeds to the apostles. They died on the spot. These are the

plain facts of Acts 5:1-11, and no amount of theological sophisticationmakes

them easy to sit with.

Their sinwasnot that they kept someof themoney. Petermakes this explicit:

was not the land yours before it was sold? And after it was sold, was not the

money at your disposal? No obligation required them to give everything.

The sin was the lie, the deliberate performance of a generosity they were not

actually making, the presentation of a partial gift as though it were a full one.

They wanted the reputation of radical generosity without the cost of it. They

wanted the community’s admirationwithout the community’s actual sacrifice.

And they lied to the Holy Spirit to achieve it.

Peter’s diagnosis is theologically precise: Ananias had allowed Satan to fill

his heart, producing a lie to the Spirit, and the Spirit was not willing to be

trifled with. This is not a wrathful God punishing a petty infraction. It is the

holy presence of God responding with absolute clarity to a deliberate act of

spiritual deception in the community Hewas inhabiting. The early church was
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not just a social gathering with religious content. It was the dwelling place of

the Holy Spirit, and that dwelling place required a different quality of integrity

from the surrounding culture’s standards.

The result was not only the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira. Great fear came

over the whole church and all who heard about these events. This fear is not

the cringing terror of people dreading an unpredictable God. It is the awe

that settles on people who have just seen, unmistakably, that the God they are

dealingwith is genuinely holy, genuinely present, and genuinely serious about

the integrity of His dwelling place. This kind of holy fear is actually clarifying

rather than paralysing. It makes certain choices obviously impossible in a way

that mere ethical instruction never quite achieves.

The honest application for us today is not primarily about the dramatic

possibility of divine judgment on dishonesty. It is about the subtler, more

pervasive temptation to perform a spiritual life rather than live one: to

present to the community, and to God, an image of devotion, generosity,

or spiritual engagement that does not accurately represent what is actually

happening in the heart. The Spirit who knew that Ananias was lying before

Peter said a word is the same Spirit who dwells in us, and He is not deceived

by the performance of the inner life any more than He was deceived by the

performance of Ananias’s gift.

Today, examine honestly whether there is any area of your spiritual life that

is more performance than reality, any image you are presenting to God or to

your community that does not accurately reflect what is actually happening

in your heart. Bring it honestly to the Spirit, not in terror but in the genuine

integrity He has always deserved.

Prayer

Father, I do not want to perform a spiritual life before you or before my

community. You are not deceived by presentation, and I do not want to be found

trying to deceive you. Search me honestly today. Where the image I project does

not match the reality inside, convict me and help me close the gap. I want to live

before you with the integrity your presence demands. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 9: Signs and Wonders in the Streets

“…People brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds andmats so that at

least Peter’s shadowmight fall on some of them as he passed by.” - Acts 5:15 (NIV)

The image is almost overwhelming in its immediacy. The streets of

Jerusalem lined with the sick and suffering, on beds, onmats, some of them

perhaps carried considerable distances by desperate families who had heard

what was happening and wanted even the edge of it. Not because Peter’s

shadow had any inherent power, but because the Spirit of God was so visibly

and undeniably operative in this community that people with no theological

framework for what they were witnessing knew, instinctively, that proximity

to these people was proximity to something they could not otherwise access.

Luke adds the detail that people from the towns surrounding Jerusalem

brought their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all of themwere

healed. Not most of them. All of them. The miracle-working power of the

Spirit operating through the early church was not occasional or selective in

the way wemight expect, producing results in some cases and leaving others

disappointed. The Spirit was moving with such consistency and completeness

that the community’s witness was becoming impossible to dismiss, even for

those who were actively opposed to it.

This passage asks an uncomfortable question that I want to sit with honestly

rather than move past quickly: what would have to change for this kind

of expectation to characterise our own communities of faith? I am not

suggesting that the specific formof thesemiracles, the shadow, the immediate

completeness of the healing, must be reproduced exactly as though we are

running a historical recreation. The Spirit works sovereignly and does not
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operate according to our formulaic expectations. But the underlying reality,

that the Spirit’s presence in a community produces visible, unmistakable,

supernatural fruit that draws the desperate toward it rather than repelling

them, is presented in Acts not as a special dispensation for the first generation

but as the ordinary consequence of genuine Spirit-habitation.

The crowds came to these streets not because the apostles had advertised

their services or built an impressive infrastructure. They came because word

spread that genuine healing was happening here, and genuine healing is the

kind of report that travels faster than any organised publicity campaign. The

early church did not chase its community. Its community came to it, drawn by

the evidence of something real.

There is a version of Christian community that produces no such evidence,

that is entirely explainable by natural means, that offers helpful social

connection and ethical instruction and sincere good intentions without the

supernatural dimension that Acts consistently presents as normal. And there

is another version, the version Acts describes, where the Spirit’s presence is

so genuine and so operative that the surrounding community cannot explain

what it is seeing, and cannot stay away from it either.

Today, pray for your community of faith with specificity: Lord, let the

evidence of your Spirit’s presence in our midst be so visible and so undeniable

that the sick and desperate in our surrounding area are drawn to us, not by

our marketing but by the unmistakable testimony of your power. And ask

honestly: what in your own life needs to change for you to be part of that kind

of community?

Prayer

Father, let the evidence of your Spirit’s presence in my community be impossible

to explain by any natural means. I pray for signs and wonders, not for spectacle,

but for the sake of the desperate and suffering people in my surrounding area who

need what only you can give. Make us a community that draws the sick and broken

by the sheer reality of your presence. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 10: Beaten and Rejoicing

“

T
he apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted

worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.” - Acts 5:41 (NIV)

They had just been flogged. This is not a metaphor or a mild

inconvenience. First-century flogging by religious authorities was a serious

physical punishment, designed to both injure and humiliate. The apostles

walked out of the Sanhedrin with wounds on their backs, under explicit orders

to stop speaking in the name of Jesus, into streets where they immediately

resumed doing exactly what they had just been punished for doing. And they

were rejoicing.

This response, joy in the immediate aftermath of physical punishment for

faith, is perhaps the single most distinctive and least explicable mark of gen-

uine Spirit-empowerment in the entire book of Acts. It is not stoicism. Stoics

endured pain with gritted teeth and controlled emotions, finding a kind of

dignity in suffering through sheer force of will. What the apostles experienced

was something qualitatively different: an active, positive, genuine joy that

the punishment itself had produced, specifically the recognition that they had

been considered worthy of suffering for the name they had been proclaiming.

Paul will later develop this theology explicitly in his letters, the idea that

participation in the sufferings of Christ is itself a form of honour, a sharing

in something that marks the believer as genuinely identified with the One

they follow. But in Acts 5, the apostles have arrived at this understanding not

through theological reflection but through direct Spirit-produced experience.

The joy was not something they worked themselves up to. It came as the

Spirit’s response to the condition of people who had just paid a real price for
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genuine faith.

No human strategy produces this response. You cannot train yourself,

through sufficient determination or positive thinking, to experience genuine

joy in the immediate aftermath of suffering for your faith. This is the product

of the Spirit alone, the fruit of self-control and peace and joy listed inGalatians

5 that grows in the person whose inner life belongs to God rather than to their

own emotional management. It is, in its way, one of the most irrefutable

signs of genuine Spirit-habitation, because it is one of the most thoroughly

impossible to manufacture.

The apostles went home and day after day, in the temple courts and from

house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news

that Jesus is the Messiah. The flogging had produced exactly the opposite of

its intended effect. Rather than silencing them, it had fuelled them. This is

the peculiar mathematics of Spirit-produced joy: the things that are meant

to cost the believer into silence end up becoming the very things that deepen

and intensify the proclamation.

Today, if there is a cost you have been paying for genuine faith, whether

social, relational, professional, or otherwise, bring it before the Spirit honestly

and ask for the joy the apostles experienced leaving the Sanhedrin. Not the

forced cheerfulness of someone pretending the cost does not exist. The real,

Spirit-produced joy of someone who knows that what they are suffering for is

infinitely worth the suffering.

Prayer

Father, I want the joy that no suffering can extinguish. Not the pretence of

happiness in the face of pain, but the Spirit-produced, genuine joy of people who

know that being counted worthy to suffer for the Name is an honour rather than

an indignity. Where faith has cost me something real, let that cost deepen my

proclamation rather than silence it. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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III

Part Three: The Spirit Expands (Days 11–15)





August 11: Stephen: Full of the Spirit and

Full of Grace

“

N
ow Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great

wonders and signs among the people.” - Acts 6:8 (NIV)

Stephen is introduced to us not when he performs a miracle

or delivers a sermon, but when the church needed someone to wait on

tables. A practical problem had arisen: Hellenistic Jewish widows were being

overlooked in the daily distribution of food. The apostles needed people who

were known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom to manage this logistical

challenge. Stephen was chosen for a food distribution programme. And it

was in that context, serving tables and caring for overlooked widows, that God

found the vessel He was preparing for something far greater.

This sequence matters enormously and is worth sitting with deliberately.

Stephen was not launched into apostolic ministry from a leadership confer-

ence. He was not identified through a preaching competition or a theological

examination. He was found faithful in the ordinary, unglamorous work of

ensuring that vulnerable people were fed, and the Spirit who watched him

in that context chose him for more. Faithfulness in the small assignment is

always the proving ground for the larger one.

From the food distribution table, Stephen began performing great wonders

and signs among the people. He was not an apostle. He was not a member of

the original twelve. He was aman appointed to manage a practical logistics

problem, and the Spirit worked through him with the samemiraculous power

that had been flowing through Peter and John. This is Acts’ consistent
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testimony: the Spirit is not a credential available only to the officially ordained.

He moves through whoever He inhabits, regardless of their institutional

position.

When Stephen was brought before the Sanhedrin, Luke records something

remarkable: all who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen,

and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel. The man who had

been serving tables was now standing before the most powerful religious

authority in Judea, and the visible evidence of the Spirit’s presence on him

was so pronounced that even his accusers could not deny it. His face carried

something that belonged to another realm.

Stephen’s sermon before the Sanhedrin, recorded in Acts 7, is the longest

speech in the entire book, a sweeping retelling of Israel’s history that builds

relentlessly toward the charge that the council had been resisting the Holy

Spirit, as their fathers always had. As he was being stoned, he looked up and

saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And his final

words were a prayer for hismurderers: Lord, do not hold this sin against them.

Theman who served tables was the man who died like Jesus.

Today, examine honestly whether you are being faithful in the small,

unglamorous assignment currently in your hands. Stephen’s story tells us

that the Spirit prepares His greatest vessels in the most overlooked places. Be

faithful where you are. The Spirit is watching.

Prayer

Father, make me faithful in the small assignment before you give me the larger

one. Let fullness of the Spirit show in my service of tables just as much as in any

public ministry. And where the cost of genuine faithfulness grows, let my face carry

something of another realm, the way Stephen’s face did. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 12: Philip and the Revival in Samaria

“

W
hen the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they

all paid close attention to what he said. For with shrieks, impure

spirits came out of many, and many who were paralysed or lame

were healed. So there was great joy in that city.” - Acts 8:6-8 (NIV)

Philip went to Samaria because he was scattered there. Acts 8 opens with

the great persecution that broke out against the church in Jerusalem following

Stephen’s death, and the believers scattered throughout Judea and Samaria,

and those who were scattered preached the word wherever they went. Philip’s

revival in Samaria was not the product of a strategic mission plan. It was the

product of a man who took the Spirit with him into the disruption the enemy

intended to be his undoing.

This is worth pausing over. The enemy’s plan was to scatter and silence.

Persecution was meant to disperse the community and diminish the witness.

Instead, it multiplied both. The scattering became seeding. The disruption

became deployment. What looked like the enemy winning a tactical victory

was actually the Spirit using the pressure of opposition to spread the fire

further and faster than it would have spread under comfortable conditions.

This is the peculiar genius of a Spirit-empowered church: it is essentially

undefeatable by opposition, because opposition becomes the mechanism of

its own expansion.

Philip was not one of the twelve apostles. Hewas chosen, alongside Stephen,

to serve tables. He was a deacon, in the modern terminology, not a senior

pastor or an ordainedmissionary. Yet Acts records a genuine city-wide revival

breaking out through his ministry in Samaria: impure spirits coming out with
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shrieks, paralysed and lame people healed, crowds paying close attention

to what he said, great joy in the city. The Spirit did not wait for a more

formally credentialed minister to arrive before Hemoved. He moved through

the available, Spirit-filled servant who had shown up.

The Samaritans were people the Jews had historically regarded with con-

tempt, a mixed-race population whose religious practices were considered

compromisedandwhose social proximitywas carefully avoided. For thegospel

tomove into Samaria was not simply geographical expansion; it was the Spirit

breaking through a deep cultural and religious barrier that centuries of Jewish

tradition had reinforced. The Spirit has never respected the boundaries we

draw around who deserves the gospel.

When the Jerusalem church heard that Samaria had received the word, they

sent Peter and John to pray for them, and when they laid their hands on them,

they received the Holy Spirit. The revival in Samaria was not merely a social

awakening or a community transformation through better values. It was a

genuine encounter with the Spirit of God, following the same pattern that had

characterised the Jerusalem community from Pentecost onward.

Today, if you feel scattered, disrupted, or displaced fromwhere you expected

to be, consider that the Spirit who used Philip’s scattering to produce a city-

wide revivalmay be using your disruption for exactly the same purpose. Where

has the enemy scattered you? That may be precisely where the Spirit intends

to send you.

Prayer

Father, usemy disruptions theway you used Philip’s scattering. Where opposition

or difficulty has displacedme fromwhere I expected to be, reveal to me the Samaria

you are sending me to. Let me take your Spirit into every place the enemy intended

to silence me, and let revival follow. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 13: The Ethiopian Eunuch: A

Conversation Arranged by Heaven

“

N
ow an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Go south to the road, the desert

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ So he started out, and

on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch…” - Acts 8:26-27 (NIV)

The level of divine coordination in Acts 8:26-40 is breathtaking when you

slow down long enough to see all of it at once. An angel gave Philip a specific

geographical instruction, go south to a particular road. The Spirit then gave

Philip a specific operational instruction: go to that chariot and stay near it.

Philip ran to catch up with the chariot and found aman reading aloud from

Isaiah 53, the very chapter in the Hebrew scriptures that speaks most directly

to the suffering servantwhowaswounded for our transgressions. Philip asked:

do you understand what you are reading? The man said: how can I, unless

someone guides me? And he invited Philip to sit with him.

Every element of this encounter was pre-arranged by heaven before Philip

arrived. The Ethiopian official, a man of considerable authority who oversaw

the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, had been to Jerusalem to

worship. He had left without finding what he was looking for, and he was on

his way home reading the very passage that would answer his question, but

without anyone to explain it. At the samemoment, Philip, who had just been

presiding over a city-wide revival in Samaria, was pulled out of the harvest to

a desert road for a conversation with one man.

The Spirit’s economy of attention is remarkable here. He interrupted amass

revival to arrange a private tutorial. The hundreds in Samaria did not matter
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more to Him than this one official in a chariot on a desert road. This is the

Spirit’s consistent pattern across the whole of scripture: the individual is

never swallowed up by the collective. The one lost sheep genuinely matters

as much as the ninety-nine. Heaven arranges private conversations with the

same precision and investment that it produces public revivals.

What the Ethiopian official was reading when Philip arrived is the key to

the entire encounter: he was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb

before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. In his humiliation

he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was

taken from the earth. The official asked Philip: who is the prophet talking

about, himself or someone else? And Philip began with that very passage of

scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.

By the time they reached water, theman wanted to be baptised immediately.

Philip had not launched a programme or a campaign. He had simply been

obedient enough to go where the angel sent him, near enough to hear what

the Spirit said next, and willing enough to run toward amoving chariot on a

desert road. That was the entire extent of his contribution to an encounter

that took the gospel into the highest levels of African court life.

Today, ask the Spirit specifically to show you the chariot He is sending you

to today, the individual He has been preparing for a conversation that only

you, in this specific moment, are positioned to have. Obey the instruction

quickly. Run if you have to.

Prayer

Father, make me as responsive to your specific instructions as Philip was. Where

you sendme to a desert roadwhen I expected to stay in the revival, letme gowithout

argument. Show me the chariot today, the person you have been preparing and

that you are sending me to meet. Give me the words when I get there. In Jesus’

name, amen.

34



August 14: Saul on the Road to Damascus

“

A
s he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven

flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him,

‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’” - Acts 9:3-4 (NIV)

Saul of Tarsus was the most dangerous enemy the early church had. He was

not a casual critic or a passive opponent. He was breathing out murderous

threats against the Lord’s disciples, had the authority to arrest believers in

foreign cities, and had presided with approval over the stoning of Stephen. If

you had been amember of the early church in Jerusalem, Saul’s name would

have been the name that made you afraid. He was brilliant, zealous, well-

connected, theologically sophisticated, and absolutely convinced that he was

serving God by destroying the movement Jesus had started.

He was also, apparently, exactly the kind of person the risen Christ wanted

to speak to personally on a public road in themiddle of the day. The light from

heaven that flashed around Saul was not subtle. His companions saw the light

and fell to the ground. They heard a sound but did not understand the words.

Saul heard a voice that said his name twice, the intimate, urgent repetition

that appears across scripture at moments of profound divine encounter. And

then a question that reframed his entire understanding of what he had been

doing: why do you persecute me?

The use of the first person is crucial. Jesus did not say why do you persecute

my followers. He said why do you persecute me. The identification between

Christ and His people is so complete, so intimate, that every act of violence

against the church is experienced by Jesus as an act of violence againstHimself.

This is not merely metaphor. It is the theology of the body of Christ taken to
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its logical conclusion: when you touch anymember of the body, you touch the

head.

Saul arrived in Damascus blind, fasting, and praying, a complete inversion

of the confident, powerful persecutor who had set out from Jerusalem. A

disciple named Ananias, who had every natural reason to be terrified of Saul’s

reputation, received a specific instruction from the Lord to go to Saul, lay his

hands on him, and restore his sight. Ananias’s obedience in the face of his

own fear is a small miracle within the larger miracle, the picture of a Spirit-

empowered believer choosing obedience over self-protection.

Something fell from Saul’s eyes like scales. He was filled with the Holy

Spirit. He was baptised. And within days he was preaching in the synagogues

that Jesus is the Son of God, to the astonishment of everyone who heard

him. Theman who had been destroying the church was now building it. The

Spirit specialises in the impossible conversion, the person whose opposition

is most fierce, whose history with the community is most destructive, whose

transformation would be most undeniably miraculous. Nobody writes off

a Saul faster than the community he has been persecuting. God writes off

nobody.

Today, bringbeforeGod thenameof theperson inyour lifewhose conversion

seemsmost impossible. The one whose history, whose opposition, or whose

lifestylemakes the gospel feel like the least likely outcome for their story. Saul

was that person to the early church. Pray with the specific faith that the same

Spirit who stopped Saul on the road to Damascus is not constrained by your

assessment of probability.

Prayer

Father, you stopped Saul of Tarsus on a road and turned the church’s greatest

enemy into its greatest advocate. I bring you the name of the person whose

conversion seems impossible to me. Do what only you can do. And give me the

courage of Ananias, to go to them in obedience even when my fear says the risk is

too high. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 15: Tabitha, Rise: The Spirit Raises

the Dead

“

P
eter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and

prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ She

opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up.” - Acts 9:40 (NIV)

Luke introduces Tabitha with a description that is both simple andmoving:

she was always doing good and helping the poor. This was not a woman of

dramatic public ministry or recorded theological teaching. She was a disciple,

the only woman in the entire New Testament directly called by the Greek word

for disciple, who expressed her faith through clothing the widows who stood

around her weeping, showing the garments she hadmade for them. She was

known for what she made with her hands and gave with her heart.

When she became sick and died, the believers in Joppa sent urgently for

Peter, who was nearby in Lydda. They did not call for a funeral director. They

called for an apostle. The boldness of that decision reveals something about

the faith community Peter had been building: these were people who had

heard enough and seen enough of the Spirit’s work to believe that death was

not necessarily the last word, even for a woman who served tables and sewed

garments.

Peter arrived and was taken to the upper roomwhere her body had been laid.

Thewidows surrounded him,weeping and showinghim the robes and clothing

she hadmade. He sent them all out. This detail, the clearing of the room, is

the same detail that appears in the accounts of both Elijah and Elisha raising

the dead, and in the account of Jesus raising Jairus’s daughter. There is a
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pattern here: the miracle-working prayer that calls the dead back to life tends

to happen in a room emptied of noise, of spectators, and of the accumulated

weight of others’ grief. Just the man of God, the body, and the Spirit.

Peter knelt and prayed. Luke does not record what he said in prayer, only

that he prayed and then turned toward the dead woman and spoke her name:

Tabitha, get up. The same pattern as Jesus’s Lazarus, come out and Talitha

koum, little girl, arise. Death addressed directly. The Spirit’s power released

through a spoken word of faith. She opened her eyes, saw Peter, and sat up.

He took her hand and helped her to her feet, then called the saints and the

widows and presented her to them alive.

The result was not limited to Tabitha’s household. It became known all over

Joppa, andmany people believed in the Lord. The miracle that happened in

a private room with all the spectators removed became the most powerful

public testimony the city had yet encountered. The Spirit consistently uses

the private act of faith-filled prayer to produce consequences that extend far

beyond the original room.

Today, is there something in your life or in the life of someone you love

that looks dead? A dream, a relationship, a calling, a hope that was once alive

and now lies still? Bring it before the Spirit with the same boldness that the

disciples in Joppa showed when they sent for Peter. Speak its name. Ask the

God who raised Tabitha whether He is done with it.

Prayer

Father, I bring before you the things in my life that look dead, and I ask whether

you are done with them. You raised Tabitha through the prayer of one man in a

private room. I believe you can raise what appears finished in my situation. Speak

the word. Give me the faith to speak it with you. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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IV

Part Four: The Spirit Breaks Barriers (Days

16–20)





August 16: Cornelius: The Vision Nobody

Expected

“

H
e and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously

to those in need and prayed to God regularly. One afternoon at about

three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of

God, who came to him and said, “Cornelius!” - Acts 10:2-3 (NIV)

Cornelius was everything that the Jewish religious framework of the first

century said he should not have been: a Roman centurion, an officer in the

occupying military force, a Gentile by birth and culture and identity, someone

from the wrong family, the wrong nation, and the wrong side of centuries of

religious separation. And he was praying regularly, giving generously to those

in need, and described by Luke as devout and God-fearing. And God sent him

a vision.

At the same hour, across town, Peter was on a rooftop praying and received a

vision of his own, one that contradicted his deepest religious instincts. A large

sheet was lowered from heaven containing all kinds of animals that Jewish

law classified as unclean, and a voice said: get up, Peter, kill and eat. Peter

refused three times, each time citing the religious training he had carried his

entire life. And three times the voice said: do not call anything impure that

God has made clean. Then the Spirit said to him: three men are looking for

you. Get up and go with them, for I have sent them.

The simultaneity is the point. At the exact moment Cornelius’s men were

arriving at the house where Peter was staying, God was already completing

the preparation of themanHe needed to send to Cornelius. The Spirit does not
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send His messengers to encounters they are not ready for. He prepares both

parties simultaneously, working from opposite ends of the prejudice toward

the middle, until both are positioned for the encounter that neither would

have sought on their own.

This is one of the most important principles in the book of Acts for

understanding how the Spirit operates in contexts of genuine cultural, ethnic,

and social division: He is always ahead of our prejudices. By the time Peter

arrived in Cornelius’s house and began to understand what God was doing,

the Spirit had already been at work in Cornelius for long enough to make him

aman of genuine prayer and genuine generosity. The person you assume is

the furthest from Godmay be the person God is closest to. The Spirit does not

consult our assumptions before Hemoves.

Peter’s famous conclusion in Cornelius’s house is both the theological

climax of the encounter and one of the most radical statements in the entire

NewTestament: I nowrealisehow true it is thatGoddoesnot show favouritism

but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.

Peter had believed in a God of grace for years. He was only now discovering

the full geographic scope of that grace.

Today, identify an assumption you carry about who is beyond the reach

of the gospel, a person, a demographic, a community, a culture. Bring that

assumption honestly before the Spirit and ask Him to show you what He is

already doing in the situation you have already written off. He is probably

already there. He was always ahead of you.

Prayer

Father, showmemyCornelius, the personor community I haveassumed is beyond

the reach of your Spirit, that you are already working in. Correct my prejudices the

way you corrected Peter’s, not through argument but through encounter. I want

to stop calling impure what you have already been making clean. In Jesus’ name,

amen.
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August 17: While Peter Was Still Speaking:

The Gentile Pentecost

“

W
hile Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all

who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come

with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been

poured out even on Gentiles.” - Acts 10:44-45 (NIV)

Peter had not finished his sermon. He was still mid-sentence when the Holy

Spirit fell on everyone in Cornelius’s house. This is not aminor narrative detail.

It is a pointed theological statement about how the Spirit operates relative

to human religious categories and expectations. The Jewish believers who

had come with Peter were astonished, because their framework said this was

not supposed to happen, at least not like this, at least not here, at least not to

these people, at least not before all the expected pre-conditions had been met

and verified.

The Spirit did not wait for the sermon to conclude. He did not wait for a

formal invitation or a structured response moment. He did not wait for Peter

to explain all the necessary theological nuances first. He moved in the middle

of the proclamation of Jesus, the moment faith began to stir in the hearts of

those listening, because that was themoment He had been preparing for since

He gave Cornelius his vision and disrupted Peter’s afternoon prayer with a

sheet full of unclean animals. The Spirit’s timing is always His own.

The evidence that the Spirit had fallen was unmistakable: they heard them

speaking in tongues and praising God. The same sign that had marked

Pentecost in Jerusalem among the Jewish disciples now appeared among
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Gentiles in Caesarea. Peter’s response is immediate and theologically decisive:

can anyone keep these people from being baptised with water? They have

received the Holy Spirit just as we have. The evidence of the Spirit’s presence

was so conclusive that the question of whether Gentiles could be included in

the community of faith became, in that moment, impossible to answer with

anything except yes.

This event, which Luke records in careful detail and then has Peter recount

in full to the Jerusalem council in Acts 11, was the moment that changed the

direction of the entire mission. The gospel was no longer a Jewish movement

with Gentile visitors permitted at the edges. It was a Spirit-poured, boundary-

crossing, category-shattering movement that belonged to every nation under

heaven, and the Holy Spirit Himself had made that clear by falling on the

Gentiles before any human committee had the opportunity to approve or deny

the application.

There is a corrective in this passage for any community of faith that has,

over time, developed a sense of who belongs and who doesn’t, who qualifies

and who hasn’t yet qualified, who is ready and who needs to meet a few

more conditions first. The Spirit has a long history of moving in themiddle

of sermons, before the expected conditions have been satisfied, among the

people nobody thought were ready. The circumcised believers in Cornelius’s

house were astonished precisely because the Spirit had not consulted their

expectations first.

Today, ask the Spirit to move in your community with the same uncontain-

able spontaneity He displayed in Caesarea. And examine whether there are

people or groups around you that you have been, however subtly, treating as

not quite ready yet. The Spirit may already bemoving in themwhile you are

still speaking.

Prayer

Father, move among us with the same uncontainable freedom you showed in

Caesarea. Do not wait for our expectations to be met before you pour yourself out.

Fall on the people we have not yet identified as ready, and let us be astonished

enough by your sovereignty to respond as Peter did: with immediate, joyful

welcome. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 18: Prison Doors Do Not Stop the

Spirit

“

S
o Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God

for him… Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the

cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. ‘Quick, get up!’ he said,

and the chains fell off Peter’s wrists.” - Acts 12:5-7 (NIV)

Herod had just killed James the brother of John with the sword, and when he

saw that it pleased the Jewish leaders, he arrested Peter during the Passover

festival. He assigned four squads of four soldiers each to guard him, intending

to bring him out for public trial after the Passover. Sixteen soldiers. Chains.

The inner cell. James was already dead. By every visiblemeasure, the situation

was finished. What happens next in Acts 12 is one of the most concentrated

demonstrations of miraculous power in the entire book.

But Luke inserts one sentence between the arrest and the miracle that gives

us themechanismof everything that follows: the churchwas earnestly praying

to God for him. Not meeting to discuss what to do. Not petitioning the Roman

authorities. Not planning a public protest. Praying. Earnestly. The word Luke

uses implies intensity, persistence, the kind of prayer that is not a religious

formality but a genuine, urgent cry to a God who is being treated as the only

hope available, because He actually is.

The night before the trial, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound

with two chains. He was sleeping. The man who in a few hours was scheduled

to face Herod Agrippa was sleeping so soundly that the angel had to strike him

on the side to wake him up. This detail is either a description of extraordinary
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peace produced by the Spirit, or a description of the deep sleep of a man

who had spent enough time with the risen Christ to be genuinely unafraid of

whatever tomorrow held. Probably both.

The chains fell off. The angel led Peter past the first and second guards. The

iron gate leading to the city opened by itself. They walked the length of one

street together, and then the angel left. Peter came to himself and said: now I

knowwithout a doubt that the Lord has sent his angel and rescuedme from

Herod’s clutches and from everything the Jewish people were anticipating. He

went to the house where the church was praying, knocked on the door, and the

servant girl was so astonished at hearing his voice that she left him standing

outside while she ran to tell the others.

The details that follow are gently comic: the church that had been earnestly

praying for Peter’s release initially refused to believe that Peter was at the

door. They told Rhoda she was out of her mind, then decided it must be his

angel. Peter kept on knocking until someone finally opened the door and

found him standing there in person. Even the church that earnestly prays can

be astonished when the answer arrives. God is gracious enough to answer

prayers that their pray-ers barely believed He would answer.

Today, is there a situation in your life that looks as sealed and guarded as

Peter’s prison cell, where every visible door seems closed and every chain

seems secure? The church was earnestly praying for what looked impossible.

Join them. Keep praying. The same angel who woke Peter is available to

whatever cell you are facing.

Prayer

Father, I bring you the situation that looks as sealed as Peter’s prison cell. The

chains that seem too secure, the doors that seem permanently closed, the guards

standing watch over what I have asked you to change. I choose to pray earnestly

and persistently, trusting that you send angels into locked cells for people who are

sleeping peacefully in your care. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 19: The Spirit Said: Set Apart

Barnabas and Saul

“

W
hile they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said,

‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have

called them.’” - Acts 13:2 (NIV)

The first deliberate missionary movement in the history of the church did

not begin in a strategy meeting. It did not begin with a demographic study

of unreached people groups or a fundraising campaign or an organisational

structure. It began in a prayer meeting. The prophets and teachers at Antioch

were worshipping the Lord and fasting when the Holy Spirit spoke, identified

two specific people by name, and gave a specific instruction: set them apart

for the work to which I have called them.

The context of worship and fasting is the mechanism, not the backdrop. It

is specifically in the combination of sustained worship and deliberate fasting,

the simultaneous turning toward God and the turning away from ordinary

appetites, that the Spirit’s specific, directional voice became audible. This is

not a formula that guarantees a particular result every time it is applied. It is a

description of the posture fromwhich the early church received its clearest

guidance: full attention directed toward God, with everything that normally

competes for that attention deliberately set aside.

The instruction was specific enough to be actionable and trusting enough

to require faith. Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul. Not for a particular city

or a particular strategy. For the work to which I have called them. The Spirit

identified the people and the general category of assignment, and then trusted
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the community to release them and trusted the men themselves to discover

the specifics as they went. So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed

their hands on them and sent them off.

What followed was the first missionary journey: Cyprus, Pisidian Antioch,

Iconium, Lystra, Derbe. Synagogues, proconsuls, miracles, opposition,

stonings, revivals. A Roman proconsul who became a believer. A man lame

from birth who leaped up and walked. Cities turned upside down. Churches

planted. Elders appointed. The scale of what the Spirit initiated through that

prayer meeting in Antioch, in terms of its eventual reach and consequence, is

almost impossible to overstate. What looked like twomen being sent out from

one church turned out to be the beginning of the gospel’s movement across

the entire Gentile world.

The lesson here is not that all mission planning should be abandoned

in favour of spontaneous prayer meetings. It is that the most significant

deployments of the Spirit’s work begin not with human vision but with divine

instruction received in the place of attentive, seeking, hungry, worshipping,

fasting prayer. Strategy follows calling. Planning follows hearing. The Spirit

speaks the direction; the community confirms it and releases the workers.

Today, if you are seeking direction for a calling, a ministry, or a significant

decision, the Antioch model offers a simple but demanding prescription:

position yourself in sustained worship and fasting, with your full attention

directed toward God, and ask the Spirit to speakwith the specificity He showed

in that prayer meeting. He has not stopped giving specific instructions to

specific people in specific moments of genuine seeking.

Prayer

Father, I want to receive specific instructions the way the Antioch community

did: in the place of worship and fasting, with my full attention directed toward

you. Speak to me with the clarity you showed when you named Barnabas and Saul.

And where you have already spoken a calling I have been slow to act on, give me

the courage of the Antioch community to lay hands on it and send it out. In Jesus’

name, amen.
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August 20: Paul and Silas: Midnight

Worship

“

A
bout midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,

and the other prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was such

a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At

once all the prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose.” - Acts

16:25-26 (NIV)

They had been publicly beaten with rods after being dragged into the

marketplace, stripped, and beaten. Not lightly. The magistrates had them

severely flogged. Then they were thrown into the inner cell of the prison, the

most secure andmost unpleasant location available, and their feet were put

in stocks. It was midnight. They were bleeding, confined, and facing a future

they could not predict. And they were singing.

Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God. Luke adds a detail

that is easy tomiss: the other prisoners were listening to them. Thismidnight

worship had an audience, men who had likely heard every kind of sound the

inner cell of a Roman prison produced at night. They had heard weeping,

cursing, bargaining, silence, and despair. They had not heard this. Men who

had just been beaten and imprisoned, singing to their God in themiddle of the

night, produced a sound that the prison had no category for.

The earthquake came while they were singing. Not before, not as a

precondition for worship, not as a reward presented before the worship began.

While they were singing. The worship did not cause the earthquake in any

mechanical sense; God is sovereign over His own acts. But Luke’s timing
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is deliberate: the miracle came in the middle of the worship, as though the

singing had opened the atmosphere of that prison to a dimension that physical

walls and iron stocks were simply unable to contain.

Every door opened. Every chain came loose. Including the chains of the

other prisoners. This detail is often overlooked in the rush to focus on the

miraculous escape, but Luke records it explicitly: everyone’s chains came

loose. The worship of Paul and Silas did not only free them. It freed the other

prisoners, who had not been worshipping, who had simply been present while

two men sang in the dark. There is a radius of liberation around genuine

Spirit-empowered worship that extends beyond the worshippers themselves.

The jailer’s response to the earthquake was to draw his sword to kill himself,

assuming that all the prisoners had escaped and that he would face execution

for it. Paul called out immediately: do not harm yourself, we are all here.

Nobody had left. Paul and Silas could have walked out. The earthquake had

provided the means. But they stayed, and their staying led to the jailer asking

the question that changed his eternity: sirs, what must I do to be saved? By

morning, the jailer and his entire household had been baptised.

Today, identify the midnight of your life, the situation that is the darkest,

most confined, most painful. That is not the place to stop worshipping. That

is the place where worship produces results that comfort conditions could

never achieve. What the enemy intended as your prisonmay become the place

where your worship loosens chains for people around you who were not even

asking.

Prayer

Father, give me the kind of faith that sings at midnight, not because the

circumstances have improved but because you are the same in the dark as you

are in the light. Let my worship in the hardest place loose chains not only in my

own life but in the lives of the people around me who are listening in the dark. In

Jesus’ name, amen.
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Part Five: The Spirit Persists (Days 21–25)





August 21: Eutychus: Raised from the

Dead at a Sermon

“

P
aul went down, threw himself on the youngman and put his arms around

him. ‘Don’t be alarmed,’ he said, ‘he’s alive!’” - Acts 20:10 (NIV)

Paul was preaching so long that a young man named Eutychus,

sitting in a window on the third floor, fell asleep and fell out. He was picked

up dead. Luke, who was a physician and understood the difference between

unconsciousness and death, is explicit: he was dead. Paul went downstairs,

threw himself on the young man in the manner of Elijah and Elisha before

him, and said: do not be alarmed, for his life is in him. He was carried away

alive, and Paul went back upstairs and continued talking until daylight. The

congregation ate a meal, talked until dawn, and Paul then departed.

The most striking detail of this story is not the miracle itself. It is Paul’s

response to the miracle. He raised a dead young man, made a brief an-

nouncement, and then went back upstairs to continue the sermon. There

is no recorded celebration of the miracle, no extended testimonymoment, no

dramatic interlude. Just a matter-of-fact confidence that this was what the

Spirit did, and that the sermon still needed finishing. Paul moved through the

miraculous with the unhurried, unshakeable composure of someone who had

seen enough of God to have calibrated his sense of what was extraordinary.

This calibration, or lack of it, is one of the most revealing indicators of

genuine Spirit-empowerment. People who have had limited experience of

the Spirit’s miraculous power tend to be either terrified by it or completely

undone by awe when it occurs. People who have lived in sustained proximity
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to the Spirit’s activity develop a different relationship with the miraculous: it

remains genuinely wonderful, but it no longer destabilises them. They have

simply seen too much of God to be surprised that God does what God does.

The sermon that Eutychus fell asleep duringwas Paul’s farewell discourse to

the Ephesian community before he headed toward Jerusalem. He was talking

to people he loved, on his last night with them, aware that he would likely

not see them again. The length of the discourse was not carelessness or poor

judgment about his audience’s stamina. It was the overflow of a man who had

more to say than one evening could contain, poured into the ears of people

who genuinely did not want the night to end.

Eutychus, whose namemeans fortunate, was more than fortunate by the

time the night was over. He was alive. And the congregation ate a meal

afterward with glad and sincere hearts, which is exactly the phrase Luke used

in Acts 2 to describe the early community after Pentecost. The Spirit who

filled that upper room in Jerusalemwas still filling rooms in Troas, years later,

through the same kind of gathered, devoted, unhurried community that had

characterised the movement from its beginning.

Today, is there a situation in your life that has been declared dead by

everyone present, including, perhaps, by you? Bring it before the Spirit with

the samematter-of-fact confidence Paul showed when he went downstairs

and threw himself on Eutychus. The last word has not been spoken. His life is

in him.

Prayer

Father, calibrate my expectation of you to match what you are actually capable

of rather than what I have personally witnessed so far. Let me move through the

miraculous with the composure of someone who has simply seen too much of you

to be surprised by your goodness. And where something has been declared dead

in my situation, let me go to it with the same confidence Paul showed in Troas. In

Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 22: Agabus: The Prophetic Spirit in

Action

“

O
ne of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted

that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world.” - Acts

11:28 (NIV)

Agabus appears only twice in the book of Acts, and both appearances are

brief. He arrives, delivers a specific prophetic message, and then effectively

disappears from the narrative. He did not build a prophetic ministry platform.

He did not develop a reputation for charismatic presence or memorable

performances. He showed up when the Spirit had something specific to say,

said itwith precision and clarity, and stepped back. This restrained, functional,

unself-promoting exercise of the prophetic gift is worth sitting with carefully.

The first appearance, in Acts 11:27-30, was in the community at Antioch,

where Agabus predicted a severe famine that would spread over the entire

Roman world. Luke adds: this happened during the reign of Claudius,

providing the historical verification. The community’s response to the

prophecy was immediate and practical: each of those who had something

decided to send relief to the brothers and sisters living in Judea, according to

howmuch each one had. The prophecy produced preparation. It functioned

as a navigational gift, giving the community the information they needed to

act faithfully in advance of a crisis that had not yet arrived.

The second appearance, in Acts 21:10-14, is even more dramatic. Agabus

came from Judea to Caesarea where Paul was staying, took Paul’s belt, bound

his own hands and feet with it, and delivered a prophetic word: the Holy
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Spirit says, in this way the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner

of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles. The physical enactment,

the bound hands and feet, recalled the prophetic actions of the Old Testament

prophets who sometimes dramatised their messages as a way of making them

unmistakably concrete andmemorable. Themessage was specific, accurate,

and painful.

Paul’s response to Agabus’s second prophecy is as instructive as the

prophecy itself. His companions and the local community begged Paul not to

go to Jerusalem. Paul replied: why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I

am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of

the Lord Jesus. When he would not be dissuaded, his companions said: the

Lord’s will be done. The prophecy was not a prohibition. It was a preparation.

The Spirit was not telling Paul to avoid Jerusalem; He was telling Paul what

awaitedhim there, so that Paul could choosewith full information andgenuine

courage rather than naive ignorance.

This distinction, between a prophetic word as preparation and a prophetic

word as prohibition, is one of the most practically important pieces of dis-

cernment in the exercise of the gift. The Spirit gives navigational intelligence

not to prevent the faithful from entering difficulty but to equip them to enter

difficulty with eyes open and faith intact. Agabus warned. Paul went anyway.

Both responses were within the will of God.

Today, reflect onhowyou receivepropheticwordsor strong spiritual impres-

sions, whether your own or from others. Are you listening for preparation and

navigation, or only for permission and comfort? Ask the Spirit to develop

in you and in your community an accurate, scripture-grounded, humble

openness to the prophetic voice He has not stopped giving.

Prayer

Father, give my community the gift of genuine, scripture-grounded prophetic

navigation, words spoken with precision and received with discernment. Let us

hear preparation where you intend preparation and comfort where you intend

comfort, without confusing the two. And give me the courage of Paul: to hear the

warning and go anyway, trusting your hand inwhatever awaits me. In Jesus’ name,

amen.
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August 23: Extraordinary Miracles:

Handkerchiefs and Aprons

“

G
od did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs

and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their

illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.” - Acts 19:11-12 (NIV)

Luke’s phrasing is careful and deliberate: extraordinary miracles. Not

ordinary miracles, as though some miracles had become routine. Extraor-

dinary ones. Miracles that stood out even in a context where miraculous

activity had already become the recognisable mark of the early church’s

witness. The particular miracles Luke records here are, from a twenty-first-

century Western perspective, among the most challenging in the entire book:

handkerchiefs and aprons that had come into contact with Paul being carried

to the sick, resulting in healings and the departure of evil spirits.

The Spirit’s decision to use contact with cloth as a vehicle for healing

power is, from a purely rational standpoint, entirely inexplicable. There is no

physical mechanism by which a handkerchief touching a person who prays

could transfer healing capacity to a third party who was not present. This

is, presumably, exactly the point. The Spirit consistently chooses methods

that have no natural explanation in order to make unmistakably clear that

the power at work belongs to a dimension that natural explanation cannot

contain. A medicine that a doctor prescribed could produce a pharmaceutical

result. A cloth that had touched Paul could produce only one kind of result:

the Spirit’s.

This is the same logic that operated when Peter’s shadow healed people
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in the streets of Jerusalem, whenmudmade from saliva and earth restored

a blind man’s sight in John 9, when the tassels on Jesus’s garment healed

the woman with the issue of blood. The specific vehicle is always surprising,

always humble, always insufficient by any natural standard. This is not God

being arbitrary. It is God being unmistakable. When the method is foolish

enough, no one can claim credit for the outcome except the One who chose

the method.

There is a temptation, in communities that take scripture seriously, to

read these passages as historical curiosities rather than as ongoing testimony

about the Spirit’s freedom to work through any vehicle He chooses, however

unexpected. The same Spirit who worked through Paul’s handkerchiefs is

the same Spirit who works today. His methods are always sovereign, always

surprising, and always chosen specifically to make His glory unmistakable.

He is not bound by our sense of what is dignified or medically plausible.

The passage also appears in a context of significant sustainedministry in

Ephesus, where Paul was teaching daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus for two

years, so that all the Jews andGreekswho lived in theprovince ofAsia heard the

word of the Lord. The extraordinarymiracles were not a substitute for faithful,

sustained proclamation. They accompanied it. The Spirit’s miraculous power

and the consistent, patient proclamation of the word belong together, not as

alternatives to each other but as partners in a single, complete witness.

Today, ask the Spirit tomove inways that defy your sense ofwhat is plausible

and dignified. Ask Him to choose whatever vehicle He wants for His power.

Then pay attention to the surprising places where healing and liberation begin

to appear around you. He is never as conventional as our expectations of Him

tend to be.

Prayer

Father, move through whatever vehicle you choose, however surprising, however

undignified by natural standards, however impossible to explain by any means

I can access. I want to see extraordinary miracles, not for the spectacle but for

the sake of the sick and the bound who need what only you can give. Do not be

constrained by my sense of what is plausible. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 24: The Seven sons of Sceva’s Show

“

T
he evil spirit answered them, ‘Jesus I know, and Paul I know about, but

who are you?’ Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them

and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that they ran

out of the house naked and bleeding.” - Acts 19:15-16 (NIV)

Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, had beenwatching Paul’sministry

in Ephesus with interest. They had observed that the name of Jesus, spoken by

Paul, produced extraordinary results: healings, deliverances, transformations.

And they concluded, with the logic of competent religious professionals, that

if the name works for Paul it ought to work for them too. They approached a

man with an evil spirit and said: in the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches,

I command you to come out.

The spirit’s response is one of the most darkly comic moments in the

entire New Testament: Jesus I know, and Paul I know about, but who are

you? The spirit could recognise genuine authority. It had encountered

Jesus, whose authority was uncontestable. It had encountered Paul, whose

authority derived from genuine, sustained, Spirit-filled relationship with

Jesus. What it encountered in the seven sons of Sceva was something it

recognised immediately as neither of those things: borrowed vocabulary

without actual authority. The name without the life. The formula without the

relationship.

The man leaped on all seven of them, overpowered them, and sent them

running from the house naked and bleeding. Seven against one, and all seven

lost. The evil spirit did not fear the name as a sound. It feared the authority

that genuine relationship with Jesus produces, and it could tell, instantly
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and accurately, the difference between genuine authority and performed

religiosity. The sons of Sceva had the words. They did not have the life behind

the words.

This passage is one of the most important warnings in Acts about the rela-

tionship between genuine Spirit-authority and authentic personal surrender

to Jesus. Thenameof Jesus is not a formula thatworksmechanically regardless

of the character and relationship of the person invoking it. It is the name of a

Person, and it carries the authority of that Person for those who are genuinely

living under His lordship. The difference between genuine Spirit-authority

and its imitation is not visible from the outside, at least not immediately. But

it is perfectly visible to the spirits that such authority is invoked against.

The immediate consequence of this episode was remarkable: when the news

of what had happened spread through Ephesus, fear fell on all of them, both

Jews and Greeks, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour.

Many who had become believers publicly burned their sorcery scrolls, the

combined value of which was estimated at fifty thousand drachmas, roughly

fifty thousand days’ wages. The genuine authority of Jesus, demonstrated by

the contrast with the failed imitation, produced a community-wide reckoning

with everything that had been competing with His lordship.

Today, examine honestly whether there is any area of your spiritual practice

that is more formula than relationship, more borrowed vocabulary than

genuine authority derived from actual surrender. The sons of Sceva had access

to the right name. What they lacked was the life that gives the name its power.

Ask the Spirit to close any gap between the authority you invoke and the life

fromwhich that authority actually flows.

Prayer

Father, I want genuine authority that comes from genuine relationship, not

borrowed vocabulary that the spirits see through immediately. Where my spiritual

practice has become formula rather than surrender, expose it. Let the name of Jesus

carry in my mouth the weight it carries because it is backed by a life actually lived

under His lordship. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 25: The Snake on the Fire: Not

Even That

“

B
ut Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. The

people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting

a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to them, they changed

their minds and said he was a god.” - Acts 28:5-6 (NIV)

The shipwreck should have been enough. Two weeks of storm, a voyage of

terror, a run aground off the coast ofMalta, all of them swimming and clinging

to planks to reach shore. Paul and the 276 people on the ship had survived

something that by any natural measure should not have been survivable. They

arrived on shore cold and wet and exhausted. The islanders showed them

unusual kindness and built a fire for them. And then, as Paul was gathering

wood for the fire, a viper came out of the heat and fastened itself on his hand.

The islanders had no framework for Paul, but they had a framework for

snakes and for what happens when one fastens itself on a person. They said to

one another: this manmust be a murderer; though he escaped from the sea,

the goddess Justice has not allowed him to live. They waited for him to swell

up or fall dead. Paul shook the snake into the fire and felt no ill effects. They

waited a long time. Nothing happened. And they changed their minds.

Sometimes the miracle is not a dramatic intervention. Sometimes the

miracle is simply that the thing that should have destroyed you did not. The

viper fastened. The poison entered. And the Spirit held it at bay with such

completeness that Paul was unaware of having been in danger. He did not

make a speech about it. He shook the snake off and presumably went back
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to helping with the fire. The supernatural protection was somatter-of-fact

in his experience that it required no special acknowledgment beyond its own

simple fact.

Jesus promised in Mark 16:17-18 that signs would accompany those who

believe, including that they would pick up snakes with their hands and when

they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all. This passage in Acts 28 is

the fulfilment of that promise in themost literal and undramatic possible way:

a viper, a hand, a fire, and a man who suffered no ill effects. The watching

world’s readiness to declare him amurderer or a god reveals how ill-equipped

human observation alone is to interpret supernatural reality. It requires the

Spirit to see accurately what the Spirit is doing.

Paul’s survival of the shipwreck, the snake, and the entire sequence of trials

that preceded his arrival in Rome was not accidental. God had told him in Acts

23:11 that just as you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so youmust also

testify in Rome. The Spirit who gives a person an assignment does not allow

them to be destroyed before that assignment is complete. This is not a blanket

promise against suffering; Paul suffered enormously throughout Acts. It is

a promise of completion: what God purposes through a surrendered life will

reach its conclusion, regardless of what the enemy throws in the way.

Today, if you are in the aftermath of a stormand somethinghas just fastened

itself to your hand, the Spirit’s protection is as available to you as it was to

Paul. Shake it off. Return to the work of building the fire. And trust that if God

has an assignment that requires your arrival in Rome, neither the sea nor the

snake will prevent the journey.

Prayer

Father, thank you that the Spirit who protected Paul from the viper is the same

Spirit who lives in me. Where the enemy has attached something to my hand in

the aftermath of a storm, give me the composure to shake it off and return to your

work. You are not done with me until the assignment is complete. I trust you with

the rest of the journey. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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VI

Part Six: The Spirit and You Today (Days

26–31)





August 26: What You Actually Have

“

T
hen Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give

you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’” - Acts 3:6 (NIV)

We return today to the lame man at the Beautiful Gate, not to

examine Peter’s miracle again but to sit with the question that miracle was

always meant to leave us with: what do you actually have? Not what you wish

you had. Not what you once had and lost. Not what you observe others having

and quietly covet. What has the Spirit, in this specific season of your specific

life, actually placed in your hands?

Most of us spend an enormous amount of our spiritual energy in the wrong

accounting exercise. We count what we lack and present the shortage as the

reason we cannot be more fully used. I do not have the platform. I do not

have the theological training. I do not have the resources. I do not have the

connections. I do not have the confidence. All of these may be genuinely true

statements about genuinely real absences. Peter did not have silver or gold

either. He said so plainly, without apology or embarrassment. The lack was

real. And then he immediately pivoted away from the lack to what was actually

available.

The Spirit does not wait until we have what we think we need before

He begins working through us. He works with what is actually present: a

testimony, a prayer, a willingness, a specific gift, a particular experience of

His grace that only this person at this moment in this community is uniquely

positioned to offer. Theman at the Beautiful Gate was not healed by resources

that Peter did not have. He was healed by the name of the One whose presence

Peter did have, operating through the faith of a person who had stopped
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treating his lack as the headline.

Luke 11:13 gives us the ultimate assurance that the deficit we most fear, an

insufficiency of the Spirit’s presence and power, is the one lack the Father

is most eager to address: if you then, though you are evil, know how to give

good gifts to your children, howmuchmore will your Father in heaven give

the Holy Spirit to those who ask him? The Holy Spirit is the gift the Father

most wants to give, and asking for more of His presence is the petition that

heaven is most ready to answer. The question is never whether the Spirit is

available. The question is whether we are asking.

There is a version of Christian humility that has quietly become an excuse

for inaction: I am not qualified, I am not ready, I am not enough. This false

humility benefits no one, least of all the lamemanwho needs what is available

in thenameof Jesus right now. Peter’s refusal tomakehis lack thedetermining

factor in whether he offered what he had is not arrogance. It is the appropriate

response of a person who has understood that what they are offering is not

their own resource anyway.

Today,make an inventory not of your deficits but of your actual assets in the

Spirit: your testimony, your prayer, your presence, your specific experience

of God’s grace. Choose one person in your immediate sphere who needs what

you actually have, and offer it, specifically and deliberately, in the name of

Jesus. Do not wait until you have silver and gold.

Prayer

Father, help me stop making my lack the headline of my spiritual life. Showme

clearlywhat I do actually have: your presence, your Spirit, your name,my testimony

of your grace. Give me Peter’s pivot, from honest acknowledgment of the lack to

bold offering of what is genuinely available. Let what I have be enough, because it

carries your name. In Jesus’ name, amen.

66



August 27: The Spirit Is Still Being Poured

Out

“

I
n the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons

and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men

will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour

out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.” - Acts 2:17-18 (NIV)

When Peter stood up on the day of Pentecost and quoted Joel’s prophecy, he

madeoneof themost significant claims in thehistory of biblical interpretation:

he declared that the pouring had already begun. In the last days, God says.

Peter’s point, in context, is that the last days have arrived. Pentecost is not

preparation for the era of the Spirit; it is the beginning of it. The pouring

that Joel described is underway. And crucially, nothing in the New Testament

suggests it has stopped.

The scope of Joel’s prophecy as Peter quotes it is deliberately all-

encompassing. All people: not only Jews, not only men, not only the old

or the educated or the religiously credentialed. Sons and daughters. Young

men and old men. Servants, both men and women. The Spirit is poured on

the social categories that the ancient world systematically marginalised and

excluded from spiritual authority. Joel’s prophecy, cited at the very birth of

the church, is a declaration that the era of the Spirit operates by a completely

different set of criteria than the era that preceded it.

The last days, in New Testament theology, is not primarily a reference

to a future apocalyptic season. It is the era inaugurated by Christ’s death

and resurrection and the gift of the Spirit, the age in which we currently
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live. Every generation since Pentecost has been living in the last days. Every

generation since Pentecost has been the potential recipient of the pouring

that Joel described. The question is never whether the Spirit is available to be

poured. The question is the posture of the vessel.

This has profound implications for how we understand our own era. The

Holy Spirit was not poured out in full measure in the first century and then

gradually reduced to a trickle across the subsequent centuries, available only

in diminishing amounts to increasingly unworthy recipients. The same Spirit

who fell on one hundred and twenty people in an upper room in Jerusalem is

available to be poured out on all people in Lagos and London and Cape Town

and Calgary in exactly the samemeasure. The reservoir has not been depleted.

The generosity of the Father has not diminished. The era is still open.

What Joel’s prophecy and Peter’s citation of it together communicate is

a permanent availability that neither the passage of time nor the failures

of the church have closed. The sons and daughters of this generation can

prophesy. The youngmen of this generation can see visions. The old men of

this generation can dream dreams. The servants, men and women, of this

generation canmove in the Spirit’s power, because the pouring that began at

Pentecost is a continuous, ongoing, inexhaustible flow that has never been

withdrawn.

Today, receive afresh thepromise of Joel andPeter: the Spirit is beingpoured

out in your era, in your generation, on people with your background and your

history. Open your hands. Ask the Father, who gives the Spirit to those who

ask, to pour afresh on you today. The era is still open.

Prayer

Father, I receive the promise of Joel and the declaration of Peter: the last days are

here and the Spirit is being poured out. Pour out on me today. On my household,

my community, my generation. The reservoir has not been depleted. Let what fell

at Pentecost fall again, on all who are asking with open hands and open hearts. In

Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 28: Praying in the Spirit

“

A
ll of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other

tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” - Acts 2:4 (NIV)

The first miracle the Spirit performed through the newly filled

disciples at Pentecost was an act of speech. Not healing, not deliverance.

Speech! The Spirit who had been poured into one hundred and twenty people

immediately found expression through their voices, in languages they had

not learned, directed toward the wonder of what God had done. The Spirit’s

primary instinct, when He fills a person, is to speak through them.

This is what Paul means in Romans 8:26-27 when he describes the Spirit

interceding for us with groans that words cannot express. When we do not

know what to pray, when the situation is too complex for our theological

frameworks to adequately address, when our emotion is deeper than our

vocabulary, the Spirit Himself takes up our limitation and prays through us

with an accuracy and an intimacy that our own words could never achieve.

This is not the abandonment of personal prayer. It is the deepening of it to the

point where the One who knows all things is praying through the vessel that

is surrendered enough to receive Him.

Praying in the Spirit is one of the most intimate and least performative

dimensions of the Spirit-filled life. It is not primarily public; it is personal.

It is not designed for observation; it is the private overflow of a relationship

between the Spirit and the Father expressed through a human vessel. Paul

describes it in 1 Corinthians 14 as the spirit praying, while the mind is

unfruitful, and he values it enormously in his own personal prayer life: I

will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding.
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The community dimension of this kind of prayer is real but secondary to

the personal one. Acts repeatedly describes communities gathered in prayer,

sometimes resulting in the building shaking, sometimes in chains falling,

sometimes in entirely unexpected divine interventions. The corporate prayer

life of the early church was not a collection of polished performances before

an audience. It was the accumulated overflow of people whose private prayer

lives were genuinely saturated with the Spirit’s presence.

Whatever your particular tradition’s understanding of the specific gifts

described in Acts 2, the underlying reality that Paul describes in Romans 8 is

available to every believer: the Spirit who dwells in you wants to pray through

you, with a depth and an accuracy that your own vocabulary cannot reach.

The invitation is simply to surrender enough to let Him. To be still enough in

God’s presence that what the Spirit wants to express through you can actually

surface rather than being crowded out by the managed, respectable, entirely

predictable content of your usual prayer.

Today, in your prayer time, set aside the agenda, the list, the structured

intercession, for fiveminutes. Be still. Invite the Spirit to pray through you

what you do not know how to say. Youmay not hear words. Youmay simply

experience a depth of communion that your structured prayer rarely reaches.

That depth is the Spirit at work.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, pray throughmewhat I donot knowhow to say. Wheremyvocabulary

reaches its limit, you begin. Where my understanding fails, your intercession

continues. I surrender my prayer time to you today, not to abandon personal

prayer but to deepen it beyond what my own words can reach. In Jesus’ name,

amen.
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August 29: Do Not Quench the Spirit

“

D
o not quench the Spirit.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:19 (NIV)

Stephen’s charge against the Sanhedrin in Acts 7:51 is one of

the most confronting statements in the New Testament: you stiff-

necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears, you are just like your

ancestors. You always resist the Holy Spirit. Always. Not occasionally.

Not during particularly difficult seasons. Always. The council that stood

before Stephen had been part of a long, consistent, multigenerational pattern

of resisting the Spirit’s activity, dismissing His prophets, rejecting His

messengers, and ultimately crucifying His Son. They did not wake up one

morning and decide to oppose God. They got there through accumulated,

habitual, incremental resistance that had become so normalised it no longer

felt like resistance at all. It felt like faithfulness to the tradition.

Paul’s instruction to the Thessalonians a few years later is the individual

and communal application of the same warning: do not quench the Spirit.

The image is of a fire that can be extinguished, smothered, reduced from

a blaze to barely a smoulder, through the specific forms of quenching that

Paul’s context implies. Do not treat prophecies with contempt (verse 20). Test

everything; hold on towhat is good (verse 21). Thefire of the Spirit is quenched

not only by outright rejection but by the respectable, controlled, institutional

management of what the Spirit is doing, reducing it to what is comfortable,

predictable, and administratively tidy.

The Spirit is quenched in communities through repeated, subtle acts of

managing His activity into controllable shapes. The prophetic word that goes

unacknowledged because it made the leadership uncomfortable. The Spirit-
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led departure from the planned order of service that was quietly redirected

back to the programme. The member of the community who consistently

shows evidence of genuine spiritual gifts being gently steered away from any

context where those gifts might actually operate. Each of these individual acts

of management is understandable in isolation. Accumulated over time, they

produce the Sanhedrin: a community that has been successfully resisting the

Holy Spirit for so long that the resistance has become indistinguishable from

faithfulness.

The quenching also happens individually, in the private choices of each

believer. Persistent, unconfessed sin that creates static between the believer

and the Spirit’s clarity. The gradual replacement of genuine prayer with

a prayer habit that has all the form of engagement and none of the actual

presence. The slow drift toward a faith that is entirely explicable by natural

means, that no longer makes anyone uncomfortable, that has been so

thoroughly integrated into the surrounding culture that the Spirit’s distinctive,

disruptive, holy character is no longer evident in it.

The remedy Paul offers is practical and immediate: do not quench. Not,

examine whether the firemight be problematic. Not, verify that the firemeets

the appropriate community guidelines before allowing it to continue burning.

Do not quench it. The burden of proof in a Spirit-filled community is not on

the Spirit’s activity to justify itself but on the management instinct to justify

why it should be controlled.

Today, identify one specific way the Spirit’s fire has been quenched in your

personal life or your community. Not by dramatic rejection but by incremental

management. Ask the Spirit to restore to full flame what has been allowed to

smoulder. And commit, going forward, to the posture of one who fans rather

thanmanages.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, I do not want to quench you in any form you choose to move. Where I

have been managing your fire instead of yielding to it, forgive me and restore the

flame. Teach me the difference between genuine discernment that tests and keeps

the good and the management instinct that simply makes things more comfortable.

I want the fire, not the smoulder. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 30: What It Looks Like to Be Filled

“

T
hen Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: ‘Rulers and elders of

the people!’” - Acts 4:8 (NIV)

Acts uses the phrase filled with the Holy Spirit repeatedly across

the book, and each occurrence is followed immediately by a visible, specific

result. This is worth examining carefully, because it gives us a composite

picture of what Spirit-filling actually looks like in lived experience, rather

than leaving it as an abstraction.

Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, spoke to the Sanhedrin with a boldness

that left rulers astonished (Acts 4:8). The believers, filled afresh with the Holy

Spirit after prayer, spoke the word of God boldly (Acts 4:31). Stephen, full of

the Holy Spirit, saw the heavens opened and the glory of God and the Son of

Man standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:55). Barnabas, full of the Holy

Spirit and faith, saw people added to the Lord in large numbers (Acts 11:24).

Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked directly at the sorcerer Elymas and

pronounced blindness on him (Acts 13:9). The disciples were filled with joy

and with the Holy Spirit in the face of persecution (Acts 13:52).

Reading these occurrences together, a composite picture begins to emerge:

Spirit-filling consistently produces boldness in speaking, clarity of spiritual

sight, effectiveness in ministry, and joy in difficulty. These are not random or

disconnected. They are the natural outworking of the presence of the One who

is himself both the source of all courage and the one who sees clearly what

is happening in the invisible realm simultaneously. When He fills a person,

what is His begins to characterise what is theirs.

What is equally significant is that the filling is described as a repeated,
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renewable experience rather than a single fixed event that maintains itself

indefinitelywithout renewal. The same community thatwasfilled at Pentecost

was filled again in Acts 4. Paul, who was filled at his conversion in Acts 9, was

specifically filled again before confronting Elymas in Acts 13. The Spirit’s

fullness is not a reservoir that, once deposited, simply remains at the original

level regardless of what is poured out from it. It is a relationship with a Person

who desires ongoing, renewed, deepening access to every dimension of the

life He inhabits.

Thismeans that the question is not whether youwere filledwith the Spirit at

some past moment. The question is whether you are filled now, today, in this

season, with the freshness and the full measure that the current assignment

requires. The Spirit is alwayswilling to fill. The question is always the capacity

of the vessel, not the generosity of the source.

Today, read through the Acts passages referenced in this devotional: 4:8,

4:31, 7:55, 11:24, 13:9, 13:52. Let the composite picture form in your mind

of what a Spirit-filled person actually looks like. Then ask honestly: which

of these qualities, boldness, spiritual sight, ministry effectiveness, joy in

difficulty, is most noticeably absent from your current experience? Bring that

specific lack to the Spirit and ask for a fresh filling, specifically targeted at

what the current seasonmost requires.

Prayer

Father, I want the full measure that each season requires, not the residue of a past

filling. Renewme today. Fill me with the boldness of Peter before the Sanhedrin,

the vision of Stephen before the council, the joy of the disciples in persecution. I am

not asking for a general spiritual top-up. I am asking for the specific filling this

specific moment requires. Pour it out. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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August 31: The Acts Are Still Being Written

“

H
e proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the Lord Jesus

Christ, with all boldness and without hindrance.” - Acts 28:31 (NIV)

The book of Acts ends mid-story. The last two verses describe

Paul inRome, underhousearrest,welcomingallwhocame tohim, proclaiming

the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness

and without hindrance. No formal conclusion. No summary of what had been

accomplished. No epilogue tying up the loose ends of the various characters

whose stories began in chapter 1. The narrative simply stops, while Paul is

still active, still preaching, still bearing the kind of witness that Acts has been

documenting for twenty-eight chapters.

This open ending is not an accident or a literary oversight. It is, almost

certainly, deliberate. Luke, who was a careful and skilled writer, understood

exactly what he was doing. He wrote a book about the acts of the Holy Spirit

through the early church, and he ended it in the middle of those acts, because

the acts were not finished. The story was continuing as he wrote. It was

continuing in the communities that received his account. It was continuing in

thegenerations that cameafter them. It is continuingnow, in the communities

that gatherunder thenameof Jesus around theworld, and in the life ofwhoever

is reading these words today.

Jesus’s promise in John 14:12 is the theological warrant for this open ending:

very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been

doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to

the Father. Greater things. Not lesser imitations of the works recorded in the

Gospels and Acts, but greater things still, because the Spirit who empowered
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everywork recorded inActs has beenpouredout on all people in all generations

of the church’s life, and the scope of that pouring across the whole of human

history and geography is precisely what Jesus meant by greater.

This month has taken us through stories of wind and fire, of chains falling

and prisons shaking, of the dead rising and the lame walking and entire cities

turning toward God through the witness of Spirit-filled, Spirit-empowered,

Spirit-directed people who had no natural resources sufficient for the work

they were given. What they had was the Spirit. What they offered was their

availability. What God did with those two things is the record we have been

reading.

You have the same Spirit. You are the next chapter. The lame man who

needs someone to say walk is in your city. The Cornelius who needs someone

to cross a cultural barrier is in your neighbourhood. The Saul breathing

murderous threats is on a road that passes through your sphere of influence.

The prison that needs a midnight worship to shake its foundations is the

situation someone you know is currently locked in. The Acts of the Holy Ghost

are still being written, and the chapter being written right now includes your

name.

Today, close August with a single, simple, fully meant prayer: Spirit of God,

write your next chapter throughme. I am available. I am open. Whatever you

did through Peter and Paul and Philip and Stephen and Tabitha and Cornelius

and the unnamed thousands whose stories Acts did not have room to record,

do through me. The era is still open. The Acts are still being written. I am

ready.

Prayer

Holy Spirit, write your next chapter through me. I offer you what I have: my

availability, my voice, my time, my faith, my willingness to go where you send me

and say what you give me and do what you ask of me regardless of how it appears

from the outside. The story you started at Pentecost is not finished. I want to be the

next verse. Use me. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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